
Tari Costello 

Waupun Area Junior/Senior High, Waupun, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture Education 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be used in a variety of our agriculture education classes.  One specific way that they will be 

used will be in our investigation of the primary commodities produced in countries all over the world and determine the 

economic values of each.  A second way they will be used will be in our Farm to Table classes in our comparison of 

"typical" diets in various countries, calories consumed and differences in diets, and the percentage of income spent on 

food, 

 

1. Students will gain an understanding of the differences of the quality, quantity and available food sources around the 

planet. 

2. Students will be able to compare the percentage of available income spent on food across the planet. 

3. Students will compare and contrast nutritional differences in the families on this planet. 

 

The books will be used in the Independent Study, Introduction to Agriculture as well as in the Farm to Table classes.  In 

these settings students will be required to examine nine countries plus the United States and compare the results in the 

form of a public/oral presentation or a written presentation.  These will be evaluated based on insight, factual 

information and ability to draw conclusions about economic impact on each country.I purchased two copies of this book 

two years ago primarily for use with some Independent Study students.  The knowledge gained by these students 

carried over into other classes including science and social studies.  Students actually used information gathered in the 

Independent Study to present in these other classes, resulting in not just one or two students becoming agriculturally 

literate, but increasing the literacy of students not taking part in agriculture education classes. True knowledge is 

represented when students can share and educate others what they have learned.



Holly Olsen 

Chain Exploration Center, Waupaca, Wisconsin 

7th Grade   

 

Our school has begun looking at the Wisconsin Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Standards and would like to 

incorporate those specific standards across each grade level. Both the Hungry Planet book and Ag in the Classroom 

resources are a valuable references to be used with students. As we begin to plan for lessons, we can see the book being 

used for a variety of topic including: 

Food choices- what food is available, cost of food, health implications  

Comparison activity- compare two of the photos, notice similarities/differences 

Healthy Eating Unit- how do we/our own families eat, track own meals for a week, 

Economics- food productions, globalization of food  

Where does our food come from?- tracking food from around the world 

 

 

-Agriculture is one pillar of our charter school 

-As a resource in development of agriculture curriculum  

-Awareness by students of different global culture's relationships and access to food  

 

 

Used in  

-FACE classes 

-Agriculture classes 

-School garden  

-Resource for student projects 

Implemented 

-Throughout the year  

-Continued lessons to be developed based on student interests and teacher training  

Evaluation 

-Anecdotal formative assessment by teacher  

-Feedback from students about the resources used  

Younger students tour local farms and experience hands on school garden- teachers have and will develop units around 

vegetables and plants and include reading and writing about their garden experiences 

Older middle school students explore global agricultural topics that are affected: geography, topography of land, 

climate, population, poverty, malnutrition, economics of farming, and healthy eating  

In conjunction with resources and lessons found on the National Ag in the Classroom website 



Jessica Schaefer 

Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture Education 

 

Students in the sixth grade exploratory ag class will discuss imports, exports, shipping and trading and the food dollar 

spent. In the seventh grade exploratory ag class, students will recognize the packaging and marketing of the food 

products. In the Plants, Animals and You class, students will explore the regions of the world suited for food production 

and production methods. Food science students will compare/contrast foods and diets in different countries. 

 

A. Students will explore food culture of countries around the world. 

B. Students will compare and contrast diets in different countries. 

C. Students will research and discuss available foods and food shortages. 

 

6th grade-use books during the impact of agriculture unit. 

7th grade-use books during the food product development unit. 

Plants, Animals and You-use books during the Tour of American Agriculture unit to recognize food production methods 

and food availability. 

Food Science-use books in our heritage foods unit to compare foods and diets in different countries. Students may 

prepare a meal from a selected cuisine to highlight a certain culture. 

Students will also experience food, cultures and communities around the world lesson plan from Ag in the Classroom. I 

use the website to show photos of family and meal items. 

I will develop a pre-assessment and a post-assessment with grade-level appropriate questions to evaluate their learning 

of the material. Students may also showcase their knowledge with discussion or presentation.The resources provided 

and online supplemental materials will support growing agricultural literacy by exposing students to cultural diversity, 

regional food crop production, traditional cuisine and food choices and habits. Students will also recognize the value of 

the money spent on food, and realize availability of food in the marketplace.   Currently, students have experienced food 

shortages and the trickle down effect of tariffs on certain imports and exports.



Tracy Nelson 

Dassel-Cokato, Cokato, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

This classroom set of books would be used by both the agriculture and Family and Consumer Sciences departments. I 

teach a class on Global Agriculture, students learn about what agriculture looks like around the world, how local impacts 

local, and how agriculture is connected throughout the world.  I am also starting an Exploring Agricultural Leadership 

class, these resources would be used to teach students about understanding different cultures and how that impacts the 

decisions people make.  The FACS teacher as a personal copy of the book she uses in her Foods of the World class. She 

would use this book as a staple in her curriculum. We would do some cross-curricular lessons on food availability, 

production, processing, and marketing has a huge impact on the culture and economics of different countries.  Example 

unit would include, students selecting a country from the book researching the eating habits, where and how food is 

sourced, percentage of income spent on food, cost of production, government subsidy programs, etc.  Students would 

create a typical meal representing this country and share their research with the class.  Students would also create a 

visual display in the hallway to share with the rest of the school.  Exchange students and community guests could also 

share first hand experiences. 

 

1. Students will explore how food, or lack of food, plays a major role in the culture and economics of an area. 

2.  Students will collaborate on how to make better use of our food resources locally and around the globe. 

3.Students will develop an increased appreciation and learn how to handle cultural differences.  I traveling with students 

to South Africa, we learned first hand how different meal time is.  There is a need to teach students to recognize and 

how to respect culture as we work to establish trade and humanity at home and across the globe.   

 

 

Foods of the World will be offered 2nd and 3rd trimesters; Exploring Agriculture is 2nd trimester; Global Agriculture is 

offered in the 2021-22 school year.   

Project will be implemented into current curriculum to take a step beyond what is served at a meal to explore the how, 

why, and impact of sourcing the food.   

Project will be evaluated with in class presentations and hallway displays.Food is essential to daily life.  As a great 

motivator, food is a the perfect conversation engager for students.  This project would help students see, taste, and 

explain food from farm to table and the impact food has beyond body nourishment.



Whitney Rathke 

Random Lake High School, Random Lake, Wisconsin 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Animal Science, Food Science, Natural Resources, Horticulture 

 

The Hungry Planet books and additional Agriculture in the Classroom resources will be incorporated in my Food Science 

course.  We look at meal planning and food prep and being able to add another global layer to this would be very 

beneficial to the rural population I educate. 

 

1) I actively seek opportunities to showcase a global perspective to my students who live in a small, rural community 

with limited diversity.  This resource would be a great tool to add to my classroom to expand their perspective. 

2) Teaching students to care for themselves and be independent is important.  It is valuable to know where you food 

comes from, how to grow it yourself and prepare it to nourish yourself and family. 

3) I wish to create a classroom mini library to promote agriculture literacy and this resource will be a great start. 

 

The books will be used in our meal planning and the project will allow them to see that a "meal" means and looks 

different to people based on many factors (socio-economic, logistics, religion, etc.).  I believe rubrics are the best way to 

inform students expectations and what needs to be accomplished to reach their personal goals within the objective.This 

has been a recent goal of mine to create a mini agriculture literacy library in my classroom because my experience has 

been more and more students are distanced for production agriculture and lack the ability to appreciate and explain its 

importance.



Melissa Goers 

Shawano Community High School, Shawano, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Food Science 

 

As part of my food science course, I would like to explore more of the worldwide impact with my students. Realizing the 

global impact of the food science world is relevant in preparing our leaders of tomorrow. Students often take our food 

source in American foregranted and this resource would allow me to implement lessons that would help reach this need 

in my classroom. 

 

1.  I will include an unit on worldwide food resources and consumption to create a global awareness in my food science 

course. 

2.  I will encourage my students to reflect on their own consumption and availability of resources in relation to those 

around the world. 

3.  I will evaluate my students using a project based approach where they can research and share information with their 

peers. 

 

I plan on implementing this early in the fall semester 2020 to start off my food science course. I would utilize the books 

and lessons to have the students choose a country and dig deeper into the food supply and consumption. Afterwards, 

they could share this with their peers through a presentation mode of their choice. Looking ahead, we have no idea 

what school will look like at this time of COVID 19 uncertainity. With this resource, I would be able to still engage my 

students whether we are in a traditional face to face setting, a virtual/online learning community, or a hybrid. The 

sharing of their presentation and peer evaluation/feedback would be the evaluation for this project completion.Ag 

literacy was actually a common goal of our ag department at our school this year. Working together with the other 

teacher in our department, we've been implementing other activities to build our ag literacy of our students. The 

majority of our students come from a non-farm production background. Units and lessons such as this valuable resource 

would strenghten our ag literacy program that we plan on continuing to focus on next school year.



Joshua Berg 

Okawville Junior-Senior High School, Okawville, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

I will use the Hungry Planet books in both my Intro to Ag and Ag Business class during the 2020-2021 school year. In 

future years the books will be utilized in Intro to Ag. In the Intro to Ag class the book will be used in the Agriculture 

Industry Unit at the beginning of the year and specifically in the lesson segment on Trends in Consumer Preferences. In 

Ag Business the book will be used in the Ag Sales Unit in the Consumer and Analyzing Buying Trends lesson. 

 

1. Increase student awareness of food trends and the differences in food culture around the world. 

2. Educate students about the connection between producers and consumers. 

3. Demonstrate the scope and diversity of agriculture production in the United States and the world. 

 

Chapters of the book will be read in Intro to Ag weekly with specific focus during the Trends in Consumer Preferences 

unit. The evaluation will include a student assessment based on a comparison of the specific countries highlighted in the 

book. 

In Ag Business, each student will be assigned a different chapter to read and share with the group. All students will be 

encouraged to read the whole book. Each student will complete a video presentation summarizing and highlighting  

their country's agriculture and food profile.Students will be able to identify similarities and differences in agriculture 

amount countries around the world. This will help them develop more agricultural literacy by exposing students to the 

broad scope and diversity of agriculture in the world. Students will also learn more about different cultures that are 

different from those in our rural area of Illinois.



Morgan Clinton 

Woodlawn High School, Woodlawn, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Introduction to Agriculture Industries 

 

In intro to ag. industry, we discuss many different industries that create the agriculture economy we have today. I would 

like to use this book to inform students about agriculture as a world perspective, and not a family farm perspective. 

Students need to know how what we do here in the USA affects the world as a whole. 

 

Provide a broader viewpoint for students to see the agriculture industry as a world industry. 

Show the challenges the industry faces daily. 

Introduce them to the concepts of how they can make an impact in an agricultural field that interests them. 

 

Books will be used as reading materials stored in the classroom. Students will read the entire book as assigned 

throughout the school year. Once each assigned reading is completed, there will be applicable assignments/quizzes to 

test their retained knowledge. Lessons on industries will be tied to the relevance of the book. Once the book is 

completed, a large project will be assigned to the students.I want students to be able to understand their materials, not 

only for their sake, but for the sake of the concept of the book. Agriculture is a constantly changing field. Students need 

to be prepared when moving out into the "real world" and this type of literature can give them a glimpse into how they 

can make a difference. When students feel their time is invested in something good, and applicable to their lives, they 

tend to be much more forthcoming in their understanding of the material.



Jill Grams 

Buffalo Lake - Hector - Stewart, Hector, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Food Science, Exploring Ag, 7/8th Ag Science 

 

I am a Certified CASE instructor in Food Science.  We have an entire unit on how america and the world eats.  This book 

is actually one of the resources that is used in that unit.  I have not purchased for my classroom due to costs. I have also 

adapted that lesson for my 7/8 grade Ag Science Class and Exploring Ag when we talk about global agriculture and food 

accespaitly, needs etc world wide. 

 

1.  Increased awareness of the importance of agriculture in the food supply globally 

2.  Students are aware of how secure the US food chain is compared to other countries.  

3.  Expose students to diversity of foods globally our impact on producing food. 

 

 

In Food Science we have an activity on Food For Thought were students you the book to answer the our factors affect 

food security, access, abundance, utilization, and stability. Fortunately, the United States has an abundant and stable 

supply of food products. In the U.S., the main concerns of food security are access and utilization. The largest factor 

affecting access and utilization of food in the U.S. is poverty. Some families cannot afford nutritionally adequate and safe 

food. If those families obtain access to food products, often the products cannot be utilized in a balanced diet. Even 

when the food products are nutritionally healthy, sometimes families are unable to store them for the length of time 

necessary for the food to be utilized. 

Students are evaluated on a presentation that they create answering the questions listed above.I teach in a very rural 

school yet many of my students struggle to see the big picture of agriculture.  I work hard to educate them in unbiased 

manner that allows them to formulate their own educated opinion.



Samantha Smith 

Fairfield Community High School, Fairfield, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture & Consumer Science 

 

I will use this curriculum in Foods & Nutrition 1, as a supplement to the global food supply/impact chapter.  

Projects will be student-led & research based. Class discussion will focus on critical thinking skills related to the families 

in the book and our own American culture. 

 

Increase student knowledge of impact of global food supply & distribution.  

Allow student reflection on similarities or differences in bold of food in their own families compared to those in book. 

Increase knowledge of national & global economics & politics related to agriculture & food. 

 

Students will work in pairs to choose two families from the book to research how their food choices related to each 

other, and their own American culture. Groups will research, and present their finding to the class. Each group will lead a 

class discussion about how we can make a positive impact on our own agricultural landscape as is related to food. 

Presentation rubrics will be used by the instructor to evaluate projects.In a small rural community such as this, th 

majority of my students are not world-travelers or well-versed in the global aspects of agriculture, or foods supply & 

distribution. This book would allow me to introduce students to more broad issues as they relate to agriculture and how 

our food impacts more than just "what's for dinner."



Anne Johnson 

Washington Technology Magnet School, Saint Paul, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Family and Consumer Science 

 

In Junior High - Introductory Food Units cannot be complete without an understanding of where our food comes from 

and how it is grown. The distribution system that brings food to us and the Preparation of healthy meals is a basic 

building block to a better, healthier future and essential knowledge of a well informed consumer.  An appreciation of 

food from other cultures enriches our lives as well as our palates, and may be the seeds of change toward celebrating all 

people. 

At the High School Level 

 

1.  Investigate the cycle of food production from farm to table. 

     (National Standard 14.1.3 and Minnesota Framework/Standard MGF 1.1) 

2.  Analyze the effects of global, regional and local events and conditions on  

     food choices and practices.  (Nat'l 14.4.1  MN MGF 1.1) 

3.  Build a "Spirit of Appreciation" through an Introduction of Foods from around  

     the World! 

 

Books will be used in our Introduction, as we look at different Families and Cultures, in our Nutrition unit, as we prepare 

to Cook and in our Budgeting unit and as we address Food Waste. 

Information will be included in all Evaluations throughout the Course: in pop quizzes, unit quizzes, exit tickets, 

reflections and our Final Exam.Having this book provides a thorough look at what is going on in different families which 

allows our students to see themselves and their families in our work!  This will increase their buy-in and participation as 

they will value what they are learning at a higher level, thereby encouraging critical thinking and expression culminating 

in a greater appreciation of Good Nutrition and a Healthier Existence, all while building a more Sustainable Community.A



Megan Hall 

Open World Learning Community, Saint Paul, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

Books will be used in Agriculture classes (Sustainable Food Production, Food Science) and AP Environmental Science.  

Students will explore how and what people eat with a global perspective. 

 

Expand students' awareness of global issues around food, hunger, and eating. 

Provide context for issues in food production, including sustainability and equitable distribution. 

 

Books will be used to bring a visual dimension to food studies.  The project will be implemented through regular classes.  

Student learning will be evaluated with summative learning assessments (projects, presentations, and/or 

exams).Developing a global perspective will deepen agricultural literacy and help students understand the value of 

agriculture as the source of the food we all eat.



Karen Sample 

Freeport High School, Freeport, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Special Education and Math 

 

As a math and special education teacher I want my students to learn how math is used in the real world. 

One idea I have for Hungry Planet is for students to not only see the difference in how people eat around the world, but 

they can calculate how much people spend on food per year.  They also can calculate calorie consumption, and nutrient 

consumption.  I can make a math lesson into a nutrition and budget lesson. 

 

1. Students get an understanding of the difference in foods consumed around the world. 

2. Students get an understanding of the difference in nutritional values of different diets from around the world. 

3. Students use math to help with the understanding of nutrition and health. 

 

I see a week long project in my class.  We start with a discussion on what my students eat.  I would like to find a short 

10-15 video on the subject of different food consumed from around the world. 

I would like students to track their food for an entire week. 

I will hand out books and give students 10-15 minutes to look through.  After that we will have a class discussion on their 

first impressions. 

Lesson that week will include calculating calories for each country.  Depending on the number of countries, I may break 

it into groups. 

We can talk about vital nutrients and calculate those per country. 

I may even have each group do a presentation for their country.Students in my school aware of all the different foods 

that are consumed in the world.  Students tell me I eat "weird" food when I am eating humus.  I want students to 

explore the foods of other countries and I want them to compare the nutritional value of the food they eat to the foods 

of other countries.



Christa Williamson 

Kerkhoven Murdock Sunburg, Kerkhoven, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture, Applied Sciences (Food Chemistry, 

 

I currently have two Hungry Planet books that are an integral part of my 7th grade Applied Science Class.  In this class we 

look at how resources around the world impact our food choices.  The class starts by using a planet 100 focus, what a 

world of 100 people would look like. Except I change it to planet 'number of students in the class'.  We talk about 

language, economics, sanitary conditions, education and how those things impact food availability and the food dollar.  

Students then look at scenarios and the hungry planet book to analyze how food availability impacts social, economical 

and environmental sustainability.  Students in my upper level Ag 101 class complete similar activities but are much more 

in depth.  We then discuss Norman Borlaug and how the green revolution impacted food availability.  Students also 

research significant Minnesota Agriculturalists (politicians, companies, inventors).  Finally the students synthesize the 

information to provide a statement on how what they could do in their future careers to impact food availability. 

 

Through having a classroom set, I hope to accomplish the following goals 

1.  Implement one pre-lesson activity using the books to provide a visual representation to 7th grade students in Applied 

Science. 

2.  Design and implement 2 new lessons/activities using the books into Food Chemistry and Ag 101 to encourage critical 

thinking about food availability. 

Through using the Hungry Planet books, students will be able to visually compare and contrast food availability and the 

food dollar.  This will encourage critical thinking and provide a visual construct for further discussion. 

 

The text books will be used in the very beginning of Applied Science 7.  This class is a required course so every 7th grader 

will be exposed to the materials.  In this course the texts will be used as a pre-lesson activity, to engage the students in 

understanding how culture and food dollar might impact the scarcity and sustainability of food.  In Ag 101, I intend to 

have the students use the text as part of their research on food availability, so they will utilize the materials in the 

middle of the lesson.  For Food Chemistry, the text will be used as part of the synthesis component of the lesson.  Those 

students will be evaluated on how they can apply the concepts learned in class to justify the information presented in 

the text. 

The biggest evaluation I will have to see how increasing the number of texts available will be the evaluation scores for 

Applied Science 7.  Since that class already uses the books, but there are only 2 for the whole class to share.  I will be 

able to see how the depth of understanding changes from current classes to those who have availability on a one-to-one 

basis.  In Ag 101 and Food Chemistry, sustainability and food dollar are mentioned but not utilized as a lesson 

component.  Evaluation would be to what success the students are able to complete the lessons created as new 

components.Over the past four years, our school has drastically transitioned from production based agriculture classes 

to ag literacy based.  There has always been ag literacy components, the need to increase that components has lead to 

developing more lessons or additional components of current lessons to aid in educating the whole student body.  Our 

school is currently revamping the CTE program, adding staff to increase CTE, and specifically ag offerings.  Agriculture is 

the primary employer in our area, and fits DEEDs definition of high need, high skilled employment.  Our school is trying 

to meet that demand by increasing CTE, at the same time ensuring that every student regardless of career path 

understands and communicate the value of agriculture to society.



Kristal Brogan 

Kingsland  High School, Spring Valley, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  agriculture 

 

The Hungry Planet books and curriculum would be excellent for my introductory unit in my 7th grade ag class.  We 

spend time talking about the importance of agriculture and the growing population of the world.  In addition, I can see 

this integrated into my food science course where we talk about the different nutrient groups that are part of our diet.  

Additionally in our macroeconomics unit, I can see the integration of the unit about global trade and interdependence. 

 

1.  To make students aware of the cultural difference in food availability and cost around the world.   

2.  To help students gain an appreciation for the things that are present in his or her life. 

 

The books would be used in three different classes throughout the year to share with the students.  Topics are discussed 

at a basic level and I believe that this would help strengthen the discussions that we have.  I have an earlier version of 

the book, but look forward to using the curriculum that is developed.Each year there are less and less students that have 

a connection to agriculture.  This is very sad especially since we are in a rural community.  I see every 7th grade student 

and one of my goals is to work on ag literacy with these individuals.   This would be an added resource to strengthen the 

connection of the topics that we discuss in regards to the importance of ag, growing world population, and availability of 

food.



David Swanson 

Hawley High School, Hawley, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Ag Leadership, Ag Exploration, Natural Resources 

 

I would like to use in my seventh grade Exploring Technology class where we have units on Biotechnology, Precision 

Agriculture and Nanotechnology.  I can see this as chance to enhance any of those units and our discussion on feeding a 

growing population.  Similarly we discuss some of the Water and Food shortage issues in my eighth grade Ag 

Introduction class and I could see these books allowing me to further that discussion.  When I teach my Ag Leadership 

and Farm & Business Management classes to older student, 10-12, I could see me using with the Global Vision Unit and 

Economics of Food Trade curriculum to enhance that.  I can also see me using with my ninth grade Ag Exploration class 

in the Livestock and Crops units when I talk about what kind of food comes from these agricultural industries.  I also 

have a unit on pollinators in my tenth grade Natural Resource class where I can see me using to discuss the types of 

foods that need pollination to produce. 

 

I would like to make my students more aware of what people eat and survive on around the world. 

I would like my students to become more globally aware how trade, economics and even pandemics affect our food 

supply and others. 

I would like my students to open up their minds and thoughts to how import food is to people and that not everyone 

can just go to a grocery store and get what they want. 

 

I would like to use the Hungry Planet book primarily to supplement my curriculum above and would like my students to 

get into the material, research, answer some questions, develop a presentation and possibly even develop a debate or 

poster that can be shared with others in the class or even others in the school.  These would be graded projects so in 

order to receive their grade they would have to complete it.I think any time you can help student realize where their 

food comes from or where other peoples food comes from is allowing them to become more aware of agriculture and 

how simple things like a pandemic can affect their food supply.



Joe Ramstad 

Staples Motley Schools, Staples, Minnesota 

7th Grade and 8th Grade   High School-List Subject Area Below  Agricultural Education 

 

A classroom set of the "Hungry Planet" books would be an excellent addition to my agricultural education curriculum in 

a variety of courses, including Food Science, Intro to Agriscience, Natural Resources and my middle school course. I have 

read this book as part of a sustainability course I took in college and always thought it would be beneficial to share 

copies with students. One specific lesson that I could utilize this with is my food security lesson. I modified and have 

actively used a lesson provided by Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom lesson on food insecurity to teach students 

about the realities of  this major challenge our county, state, nation and the world is facing. It would be insightful to 

have selections from this book to compliment this specific lesson. I envision having students working in small groups to 

select a country or region of the world that is of interest to them, reading about it in the book and doing additional 

background research online to teach their classmates. This activity could be utilized in my Natural Resources course 

when we study the allocation and specialization of scarce resources, Agricultural Economics when we discuss markets or 

trade and the global agricultural economy, and also as a supplement in my exploratory courses. 

I am also teaching a brand new food science course next year. Toward the end of the course, a large focus of the course 

will be emphasized on how food product development and marketing. We can utilize selections from this book to help 

students visualize the different cultural and societal factors that  go into developing food products from around the 

world. I know that this would be a very impactful conversation for my students to be a part of! 

 

A minimum of 60 Staples-Motley agricultural education students will compare and contrast the cuisine and dietary 

habits of 10 different geographic locations or cultures before December 31, 2020. 

A minimum of 60 Staples-Motley agricultural education students will develop engaging presentations or promotional 

materials to teach their classmates, younger students or the community-at-large about global food production before 

December 31, 2020. 

A minimum of 60 Staples-Motley agricultural education students will develop their cultural competencies as they engage 

in relevant discussions on ethnic and cultural values derived from food before December 31, 2020. 

 

The books will be used as often as they fit into the curriculum, I would hope at least a minimum of once a week across 

all of my classes, or once a month per class. As soon as I were to receive a copy of the book, I would begin reading it and 

refreshing myself on some of the regions and topics brought up in the book, and then implement it into my curriculum 

from there. 

If awarded the grant, I would intend to start utilizing the books as soon as the school year begins. At the start of the 

year, I would also use this time to either ask students survey questions or have a class discussion to evaluate their  

understanding of food, culture and cuisine to better understand their existing knowledge. Then, at the end of the 

project, evaluate the success of the project through delivering a short survey to share with students for them to 

quantitatively and qualitatively self-reflect and evaluate themselves based on the objectives I have outlined above (ex: 

"Rating yourself on a scale from 1-10, how much do you feel you have learned about the cuisine of at least 10 different 

geographic locations or cultures during our time together this semester?" or "Tell me about your favorite culture we 

learned about through studying 'Hungry Planet' this semester."). I will then analyze the results from the survey to 

evaluate how effective the books were in facilitating the goals and objectives, and ideally, make improvements so they 

can be utilized even more effectively the next time they are used.There are multiple ways this grant could support 

growing and expanding agricultural literacy among my students. I tend to have a very student-directed approach when 

teaching my courses; within the realms of the course curriculum, I enjoy empowering my students to select and tackle 

grand questions individually and collaboratively and then use their knowledge they discovered to teach me and their 

classmates. By empowering students to develop informational materials about different cultures and cuisines and/or 

present about them in front of the class, these students will reach the pinnacle level of Bloom's Taxonomy as they create 

and evaluate sources of information, making their learning experience much more powerful and profound. They will 

then be able to take this knowledge and their advocacy skills to share the story of agriculture in their everyday lives.



James Rupp 

Randolph High School, Randolph, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Ag Survey, Small Animal Care & Management, Farm Business and Management, 

Horticulture, Ag Leadership, Environmental Science, Plant Science, Animal Science, Food Processing 

 

These books will help fill a need in the agriculture food curriculum to address how food is used worldwide.  They will 

help students understand the different foods available in other markets and cultures.  As well as the amount of money a 

family spends on food in an average week compared to what we spend here in the United States.  Currently, I do a 

lesson in which students have to add up the cost of various meals and then bring that back with farmer share of that 

meal. For most students it is very eye-opening when they understand the amount of each food dollar and where they 

go. 

 

Goal 1 - Students will obtain a better understanding of global food markets and the communities they are a part of. 

Goal 2 - Students will identify with how food prices vary from community to community around the world and how 

much of the yearly income is spent on food. 

Goal 3 - Students will gain an understanding of how fast food and pre-packaged food is changing the way we eat in the 

modern world. 

 

The books will be used in various Ag classes throughout the school year during the second semester in the 8th-grade 

exploratory classes and also during the food unit in the Ag Survey class.  I will also offer the use of the books to other 

teachers in the building that would like to incorporate it into their lessons.  It may fit into the F.A.C.E foods classes or 

into a health class. Ag students will complete presentation projects that are based on international cultures and foods as 

an assessment piece.The resources provided in this grant will help to continue to teach students about where food 

comes from and the diversity in which it is used around the world.  Students need to have a strong background in 

agriculture knowledge so that they can become advocates for our industry. The curriculum at our school is based on 

helping students acquire the career skills in various agriculture fields and provide knowledge in agriculture so that they 

can be a positive advocate for agriculture.



Felicia Smith 

Full Armor Christian Academy, Louisville, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Geography, Economics, Physical Science, Biology, World History 

 

I love my daughter's copy of the Hungry Planet.  I would like to utilize it in each one of my classes.  I do believe I will be 

able to prioritize my use of it in my geography and economics class, however, Agriculture is prominent in my life and I 

plan to share my love for Agriculture by infusing each unit I teach with Ag. 

I plan to utilize the Hungry Planet books greatly during my geography and economics lessons by having students read 

about families who live the regions we are studying. I plan to have a geography unit where students study a region, and 

present a project on the residents of the region. 

For Physical Science, I plan to use the book and any additional resources to look at how the foods are measured along 

with the machines used to harvest and prepare the foods.   

In my Biology Class, we will learn about plants, their classification, and how they provide/transport nutrients. This 

information we will used to study the vegetation in the regional diets.   

For World History, as we learn about past events we will look up the region and discuss how those events impacted the 

current economy in that region. 

 

The unit I am most excited about is my Coffee Unit, however this is only one of the many ways I plan to utilize this 

resource. 

Objective 1: After researching and roasting a variety of coffee beans, students will accurately evaluate how much 

competition exist among sellers and buyers in the coffee industry by describing a variety of coffee beans an roasting 

procedures.  

Objective 2: Students will analyze the ways in which competition and 

government regulation influence what is produced and 

distributed in a market system by examining the region where the coffee beans are grown, presenting this information 

as a digital group project.  

Objective 3: After a studying three different countries that grow coffee students will use maps, satellite images, or 

photographs to 

display and explain the spatial patterns of physical, cultural, political, economic, and environmental characteristics by 

presenting the display at our school multi cultural fair.  

 

 

Objective 1: I will use the Hungry Planet to evaluate the region where I source a variety of coffee beans (I will order both 

roasted and green beans from Hemisphere Coffee Roasters). We will look at the economy, and environment where the 

beans are grown.  I will allow students to roast their own beans and taste brews from different regions of the World 

comparing the taste.  

Objective 2: We will utilize IAITC resources when researching the different regions and policies regarding coffee 

production.  I will evaluate what students learned by grading their group digital presentations.   

Objective 3: We will utilize IAITC resources and Hungry planet as a introductory to different counties that grow coffee.  I 

will have students research and evaluate the regions creating  display on what they learn. I will evaluate the display for 

neatness, accuracy and creativity.  Students will then share them with our school's cultural fair.As a previous Ag Literacy 

Coordinator, I am passionate about sharing agriculture with my students.  I believe agriculture impacts every part of our 

lives, and students must know where our food and fibers come from.  These resources will be one of the many ways that 

I teach my students about agriculture.  I will use the Hungry Planet book in each class, however I most excited to use 

during our multi subject coffee unit.



Marianne Turk 

McPherson Elementary School, Chicago, Illinois 

7th Grade 

8th Grade   

 

McPherson has the International Baccalaureate Program; we have an established Middle Years Program and are in the 

authorization process for the Primary Years Program.  One facet of the mission statement is to develop international 

mindedness.  We want our students to be aware that the world is bigger than the community in which they live in, and 

through understanding their own histories they can see the connections to others.  Being open-minded helps our 

students learn and respect other perspectives and cultures.  Food can be a common link that brings people together. 

Students also learn about global contexts that enhance their learning experiences; why are we learning this?  When 

reading the summary of the Hungry Planet, two focuses became apparent - globalization and sustainability and identities 

and relationships.  Lessons could focus on economic activities and their impact of humankind and the environment; 

looking at the interconnectedness of communities; examine beliefs and values; inquiry of rights and responsibilities 

when it comes to personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health.  

I see lessons about nutrition - global eating habits.  Research on farming throughout the history and around the world.  

Conversations about the future of farming - how do you meet the nutritional needs of the world's population?  Children 

need to be aware of their state's farmers contributions. 

 

Goals: 

1.  Students will be able to explore their family meals with a focus on how their cultural identity, beliefs and values are 

expressed through food; compare and contrast with one global family 

2.  Students will learn the history of farming; what were/are the economic activities and their impact on humankind and 

the environment 

3.  Students will present findings about global meals from around the world in a community project leading to a food 

drive or informational presentation on their findings 

 

The books and materials will become part of our community project that begins in the first semester of the school year.  

Students will learn about their own histories when it comes to family meals and then explore eating habits from around 

the world.  They will also research farming throughout the ages and the role the farm plays in their nutrition focusing on 

the global contexts mentioned previously. 

Through inquiry, students will investigate food pantries (topics could vary i.e. addressing food deserts, funding, 

worldwide organizations, nutrition).  They will plan a course of action - direct, indirect, advocacy or research that will 

take place over time.  Students will communicate their findings in a presentation which will lead to an action that makes 

a positive difference in their community and beyond. 

We want our students to become global citizens; we want them to be informed, we want them to be moved and we 

want them to act.  Students need to be aware that the amount of food varies between cultures and regions which 

includes their own city.   

I want students to be able to speak about where their food originates from (not the grocery store) and talk about the 

impact farming has around the world and in their own community.  I want students to have an opportunity to virtually 

meet my farmer friends and be able to grow from that experience.   

After their presentations, I want my students to be mentors for the primary classes.  If they can share their information 

with others, then their development in agricultural literacy has been star.



Clint Smith 

Rockford High School, Rockford, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agri-Business, Animal Sciences, Companion Animals, Food Science, Horse and 

Horsemanship, Intro to Horticulture, Leadership and Personal Development, Natural Resources, On-the-Job Training 

(OJT) 

 

Hungry Planet books will be used at the beginning of the Food Science curriculum to show the impact and the 

importance of our food system in a global lens. The Hungry Planet books would also be utilized in our Natural Resources 

course to demonstrate connections between global locations, foods that are readily available in those locations, and 

relative incomes of people in those locations. I imagine students using the photos to ask a lot of questions, and this fits 

perfectly with our inquiry-based learning as an International Baccalaureate candidate school for the Middle Years 

Programme (MYP), the Diploma Programme (DP), and the Career-related Programme (CP). 

Another aspect of becoming an International Baccalaureate school is interdisciplinary learning, and connecting concepts 

between courses. The Hungry Planet books would also be used in our Language & Literature courses as they complete a 

personal identity unit in which students explore bedrooms of children from nations around the world. The addition of 

the Hungry Planet books would enhance this particular lesson. Our Individuals & Societies courses could use these books 

in our 10th grade world history/geography course as they analyze the world. Guns, Germs & Steel is one excellent 

resource that could be used in combination with Hungry Planet to help students gain understanding of people and 

places they are not previously familiar with. 

 

1. Identify similarities and variances in food, shelter and clothing, and fuel sources among the people and world 

cultures. 

2. Describe the importance of agriculture and how it is vital in daily life all over the world. 

3. Define how supply and demand impact the price of agricultural goods worldwide. 

 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be used at the beginning of the Food Science curriculum.  It will show the importance of 

food and agriculture locally, nationally, and internationally.   

A few tenets of International Baccalaureate (IB) programming is the promotion of the ten attributes of the Learner 

Profile. These attributes are listed below:  

Inquirers 

Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 

Communicators 

Principled 

Open-Minded 

Caring 

Risk-Takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 

The Hungry Planet books could enhance each of these attributes of the IB Learner Profile, especially the Open-minded, 

Reflective, Caring, Principled, Thinkers, Knowledgeable, and Inquirers attributes. 

One of our Community Partners is Global Minnesota, and the Hungry Planet books will inform and enhance our work 

with this extraordinary institution in the Twin Cities. One goal in working with Global Minnesota is to increase our 

international mindedness and learn to see the world in more than our personal lens, and the Hungry Planet books would 

help in both of those pursuits. 

We would evaluate the learning experience of utilizing Hungry Planet books through a student and staff survey, and our 

IB advisory committee would  



Everything that we do in the Rockford Agricultural Education Program supports and is centered around agricultural 

literacy.  Every class stresses the value of agriculture and how it affects our everyday lives and raising educated 

consumers.   

Another aspect of becoming an International Baccalaureate school is interdisciplinary learning, and connecting concepts 

between courses. In essence, we will be growing agricultural literacy in all of the courses and classrooms that utilize the 

Hungry Planet books.  

The Hungry Planet books could be used in our Language & Literature courses as they complete a personal identity unit in 

which students explore bedrooms of children from nations around the world. The addition of the Hungry Planet books 

would enhance this particular lesson. Our Individuals & Societies courses could use these books in our 10th grade world 

history/geography course as they analyze the world. Guns, Germs & Steel is one excellent resource that could be used in 

combination with Hungry Planet to help students gain understanding of people and places they are not previously 

familiar with.



Clint Smith 

Rockford High School, Rockford, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agri-Business, Animal Sciences, Companion Animals, Food Science, Horse and 

Horsemanship, Intro to Horticulture, Leadership and Personal Development, Natural Resources, On-the-Job Training 

(OJT) 

 

Hungry Planet books will be used at the beginning of the Food Science curriculum to show the impact and the 

importance of our food system in a global lens. The Hungry Planet books would also be utilized in our Natural Resources 

course to demonstrate connections between global locations, foods that are readily available in those locations, and 

relative incomes of people in those locations. I imagine students using the photos to ask a lot of questions, and this fits 

perfectly with our inquiry-based learning as an International Baccalaureate candidate school for the Middle Years 

Programme (MYP), the Diploma Programme (DP), and the Career-related Programme (CP). 

Another aspect of becoming an International Baccalaureate school is interdisciplinary learning, and connecting concepts 

between courses. The Hungry Planet books would also be used in our Language & Literature courses as they complete a 

personal identity unit in which students explore bedrooms of children from nations around the world. The addition of 

the Hungry Planet books would enhance this particular lesson. Our Individuals & Societies courses could use these books 

in our 10th grade world history/geography course as they analyze the world. Guns, Germs & Steel is one excellent 

resource that could be used in combination with Hungry Planet to help students gain understanding of people and 

places they are not previously familiar with. 

 

1. Identify similarities and variances in food, shelter and clothing, and fuel sources among the people and world 

cultures. 

2. Describe the importance of agriculture and how it is vital in daily life all over the world. 

3. Define how supply and demand impact the price of agricultural goods worldwide. 

 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be used at the beginning of the Food Science curriculum.  It will show the importance of 

food and agriculture locally, nationally, and internationally.   

A few tenets of International Baccalaureate (IB) programming is the promotion of the ten attributes of the Learner 

Profile. These attributes are listed below:  

Inquirers 

Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 

Communicators 

Principled 

Open-Minded 

Caring 

Risk-Takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 

The Hungry Planet books could enhance each of these attributes of the IB Learner Profile, especially the Open-minded, 

Reflective, Caring, Principled, Thinkers, Knowledgeable, and Inquirers attributes. 

One of our Community Partners is Global Minnesota, and the Hungry Planet books will inform and enhance our work 

with this extraordinary institution in the Twin Cities. One goal in working with Global Minnesota is to increase our 

international mindedness and learn to see the world in more than our personal lens, and the Hungry Planet books would 

help in both of those pursuits. 

We would evaluate the learning experience of utilizing Hungry Planet books through a student and staff survey, and our 

IB advisory committee would  



Everything that we do in the Rockford Agricultural Education Program supports and is centered around agricultural 

literacy.  Every class stresses the value of agriculture and how it affects our everyday lives and raising educated 

consumers.   

Another aspect of becoming an International Baccalaureate school is interdisciplinary learning, and connecting concepts 

between courses. In essence, we will be growing agricultural literacy in all of the courses and classrooms that utilize the 

Hungry Planet books.  

The Hungry Planet books could be used in our Language & Literature courses as they complete a personal identity unit in 

which students explore bedrooms of children from nations around the world. The addition of the Hungry Planet books 

would enhance this particular lesson. Our Individuals & Societies courses could use these books in our 10th grade world 

history/geography course as they analyze the world. Guns, Germs & Steel is one excellent resource that could be used in 

combination with Hungry Planet to help students gain understanding of people and places they are not previously 

familiar with.



Barbara Bylinski 

East Leyden High School, F:ranklin Park, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Food Chemistry 

 

It would be great to bring a book into my food chemistry course.  A possible lessons include having my classes read the 

book and create a presentation of the book of their own choosing such as a written report, google slide presentation, 

video, or drawing.  Another lesson could be asking the class to read certain chapters or sections of the book in 

preparation for a class discussion.  I have not read this book yet myself (but I intend to!) but it would be neat to ask 

students to look at their own meals for a week and analyzing them for cost and nutrition. 

 

Goal 1 - encouraging students to read in a science course 

Goal 2 - encouraging students to look at their own meals for at least a week in terms of the nutrition, cost, and who they 

actually eat with  

Goal 3 - students opening their minds to the food they eat and helping them to learn to look at where their food comes 

from, what is in it, who is preparing it, and how their food compares to that of other cultures... 

 

It depends on when the books are received (if I am lucky enough to get them).  I think I will ask students to read the 

book and create a presentation for me of their choosing.  I would like to survey the class and see what types of 

presentations they want to use.  I would also like to ask my classes to analyze their own meals and keep a journal of it.  I 

will ask them just to write down their meals and together we can analyze them for nutrition, cost, and other factors the 

class can decide on together.  It would be neat to get some data collected and look at it as a class.  The evaluation of the 

presentations will be by me but the analysis of the meals we can look at together and hopefully collect and present this 

information in a class document.I am always looking for literature about food chemistry and this book is a wonderful 

resource.  One goal of my class is for students to simply become more aware of what they are eating.  This awareness 

should not just be from social media but from current articles or books.  The more knowledge they acquire from reading, 

the more informed choices they can make about their food and the more they can understand where their food is 

coming from and why.  I hope students learn the value of farmer's markets and cooking their own food by reading as 

much as they can about food and learning how to make informed choices.



Kristina Puntney 

Baraboo High School, Baraboo, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

The Hungry Planet will be used in my Wide World of Agriculture course. This is an introductory course that teaches 

about many facets of agriculture. I would have the students read this book to discuss various agricultural practices 

around the world. I think it's important to bring diversity and cultural awareness to the forefront of the classroom. 

Activities may include having students research a specific country and describe their agricultural practices, cooking 

meals in class equivalent to what is described in the book,etc. 

 

I hope to improve my students literacy skills, cultural awareness, and agricultural knowledge through being provided 

these books for the classroom. 

 

Books will be used throughout the semester. I plan to implement various projects with this book, all of which are 

evaluated using a grading for learning scale. It is important to me that students go deeper than just reading the words 

and looking at images. I want them to understand the background and cultural significance  of each area. Students will 

do background research and share with the class in depth information about agricultural methods in other countries. As 

stated above, we may also spend time cooking the meals of those in other countries. Students would then have to 

explain the ingredients, how they are grown, and why they are chosen. They would be evaluated on their depth of 

information shared.The resources provided by this grant allow students to grow in their agricultural literacy skills. 

Through this book, supplemented by the indepth projects students will need to conduct, they will grow in their 

understanding of the value of agriculture. They will see through the book how various countries have different qualities 

of life and make connections between that and agriculture.



Jacob Abrahamson 

Marion High School, Marion, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture, Food Science, and Business 

 

I will be able to use these books in a variety of my classes. The first would be my food science classes. When studying 

international foods we will be able to reference the different countries and what they often eat. We will also be able to 

use the book when talking about nutrition and all of the different types of food we could consume to meet those 

requirements. I also plan to use this with my middle school intro to ag classes. It would be a great discussion starter 

about what agriculture is and how it looks different throughout the world. I would also use these books in my business 

class when we are discussing need and wants and building a budget. 

 

1. Increase student's knowledge and understanding of agriculture throughout the world. 

2. Increase students understanding and knowledge of various cultures. 

3. Expand and diversify their understanding of agriculture, types of foods, and broaden their horizons of needs 

throughout the world. 

 

These books will be used for student research and discussion in class. Success of the project will be measured through 

classroom discussion and tests at the end of the unit. Student's achievements will be compared to the achievements of 

previous classes.This grant will provide another opportunity for students to do their own research and to learn how to 

look for creditable resources. In the world we live in, there is a lot of false or misinterpreted data. Being able to find and 

use creditable resources is very important and crucial to educate ourselves and those around us about the importance 

of agriculture.



Susan Lightfoot 

Plymouth Middle School, Plymouth, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade   

 

I am a social studies teacher who has taught geography to 8th graders. Currently I am the AVID Teacher and Coordinator 

for both 7th and 8th graders. The AVID program is structured to help students improve their reading, writing, and critical 

thinking skills. Additionally, AVID helps students to prepare themselves for college. AVID strategies are part of everything 

we do in class. Having current and high interest reading sources is the key to engaging our students. I believe that access 

to "Hungry Planet" would fit the bill. 

 

I have three learning targets I would use with the "Hungry Planet" books and my AVID students: 

1) I CAN describe key vocabulary terms in more than one way.  

2) I CAN take focused notes about current issues affecting the planet. 

3) I CAN use complex text to help me form an opinion. 

 

The books would be used during a book study. I plan to have students organize information using a variety of thinking 

maps - bubble map, Venn Diagram, Cause/Effect Map specifically. The summative assessment will be a One-Pager 

entitled; My Solutions For A Hungry Planet. It will have specific elements that will need to be included in each students' 

submission. I will finish the book study with a gallery walk of all the submissions and then we will do a final Socratic 

Seminar about problems and solutions.I believe that as consumers, students need to know the source and recognize the 

value of what they care about. If you ask any 7th or 8th grader what their favorite food is, most will say "Takis and Hot 

Cheetos." However, I wonder if any students would know the labor and love that went into getting those food items to 

market. In addition, as high school students they will be learning about the origins of agriculture on earth and how that 

has evolved and changed our planet. As such, I think reading "Hungry Planet" would be a wonderful way to give them a 

birds eye view of the issue and enable them to begin developing their own opinions and potential solutions.



Stephanie DeVries 

Cambria-Friesland School District, Cambria, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Natural Resources, Food Prep, Landscape, Intentions to add more variety in the 

future 

 

The Hungry Planet books would be a good supplement to many areas in my classes. I would add them in my middle 

school when I want students to think outside of their own community. I would use the books more in depth in my food 

production and procession class. I would be able to introduce students to agriculture and food outside of their 

community and help them look at food production and costs in a more global sense. I have also had labs and interactive 

lessons provided for me using the books when I had taken a class for professional development. 

 

My goal would be to lead my students toward a global way of thinking. We can become so close minded, especially 

when we are in small communities, and helping students with resources that are reliable and not fully dependent on the 

internet can help me achieve thinking that can become appreciative and empathetic. 

 

Books would be used during the second semester of my food production and processing class. I would use it in either in 

the second or third unit. To evaluate my students, I would use a variety of methods throughout, but one way that I 

would evaluate is by student reflection. I would have them write about their food supply compared to other countries 

before and after the lesson and compare their thoughts and reasoning.This supports agricultural literacy by assisting 

students in their knowledge of our food supply and comparing it to others. When students are never made aware of our 

lifestyle compared to others, they may never know what benefits our country has and what struggles others have. This 

can create critical thinking on how to better our global food supply, or simply to appreciate the food supply we have in 

our own communities.



Tyler Foote 

Vincent High School of Agricultural Sciences, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  AgriScience (Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship) 

 

Vincent High School of Agricultural Sciences (VHSAS), is a public 9th-12th grade high school located within Milwaukee 

Public Schools (MPS) that focuses its entire curriculum around agricultural education. The Agricultural Education 

Department provides six pathways for students to take classes in: Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship, Animal Science, 

Environmental Science, Food Science, Culinary Arts, and Horticulture. All of these courses provide students with hands-

on learning to enhance 21st century life skills.  

Unique to MPS, freshmen at VHSAS take a mandatory “Introduction to Ag Survey” class that provides students with six 

weeks of instruction from the six different instructors/courses. This way, students will be able to experience a variety of 

agriculture and be able to choose which upperclassman classes they want to pursue. VHSAS would utilize the book, 

Hungry Planet, by Peter Menzel, with the freshmen classes. Through each pathway, teachers would implement  the 

book through an on-going project by the following: 

Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship: analyze grocery lists in order to determine how globalization and costs/expenses for 

families differ from country to country; Animal Science: identify what types of animal products are depicted throughout 

the book; Environmental Science: interpret how families from across the world utilize plastics, paper, etc. to grocery 

shop/store food; Food Science: compare and contrast food items, brands, and advertisements throughout the different 

photos; Culinary Arts: investigate how recipes and food lists differ from country to country; Horticulture: define types of 

vegetables and fruits can be seen throughout the book. 

 

Students will be able to construct ideas by investigating and formulating their own ideas by observing photographs in 

order to define how different families from across the world eat.  

Students will be able to compare and contrast how diets differ from country to country as well as the differences and 

similarities between their own families and the families in the book.   

Students will be able to demonstrate what they have learned by interpreting their feelings, thoughts, and ideas by 

conducting individual research and working to complete a World Food Prize Essay through the Global Youth Institute. 

 

As mentioned above in the description, VHSAS will utilize these books with our freshmen (180 students) “Introduction to 

Ag Survey” through a full year segment called: The Hungry Planet and You. Agricultural Instructors in each pathway will 

utilize the books (sharing all of them/passing from teacher to teacher) in order to teach lessons that utilize WI common 

core standards as well as the WI Ag and National AFNR (Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources) standards.  

Each instructor, during our summer professional development meetings, will create a lesson that utilizes the book that 

highlights his/her pathway. Instructors will work together to connect each lesson; focusing on improving the knowledge 

of food consumption from across the world for all freshmen students.  

Throughout the semester, students will showcase what they have observed, learned, and analyzed by taking part in the 

World Food Prize. Students will choose to either work independently or in a group to choose, research, and develop a 

project/essay that highlights food insecurity from across the world. Students and staff will utilize the World Food Prize 

website, https://www.worldfoodprize.org/, to engage in the project. Students will produce an essay at the end of the 

semester/year.As mentioned above, students at VHSAS will be introduced to the book, Hungry Planet, through lessons 

and project based curriculum. Utilizing all of the pathways at VHSAS, students will dig deep into agriculture from across 

the world and become knowledgeable in the differences and similarities of food from country to country.  

A highlight of this book would be to connect the World Food Prize Institute into the lessons at VHSAS, providing even 

more curricular activities for students to grow in agricultural literacy. Students will conduct research, write an essay, and 

present it to their classmates in order to emphasise the value of agriculture  in ALL our lives. Once submitted, VHSAS 

staff will choose essays that will be submitted to The World Food Prize for the annual essay contest.  

During the 2018/2019 school year, VHSAS was lucky enough to send a student to the national event in Iowa. She is now 

a Borlaug Scholar and will attend Marquette University on a full-ride scholarship. VHSAS staff look forward to engaging 

even more students through Hungry Planet, in hopes of encouraging more students to have this same opportunity.



Emily Klingbeil 

Cambridge High School, Cambridge, Wisconsin 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

I teach a variety of Ag. classes at the high school and facilitate mini lessons for middle and elementary students 

throughout the year. These resources will be used to used in an International Agriculture unit in my intro class as well as 

a Food Around the World unit n my new food science class. They will also be a resource for students wanting to 

participate in the World Food Prize paper project which I offer as part of my independent study work. 

 

Goal 1: Introduce a global perspective of agriculture and food supply to my younger students.  

Goal 2: Give students a chance to interact and even cook food that is typical to other countries.  

Goal 3. Increase options for interactive mini lessons to teach to my 8th grade FFA members. 

 

The books will be used spring semester in my Plants, Animals and You class and Food Science class. Students will reflect 

both before and after the units on their thoughts, beliefs and biases related to agriculture and food around the 

world.These resources will help grow my students worldview on agriculture and food. Opening up their minds to new 

ideas and a bigger sense of the international agriculture community will help them be more knowledgeable consumers 

and contributors to our industry in the future. It will also give them more confidence in sharing the global agriculture 

story with the younger students.



Theresa Glodoski 

Tri-County Area School District, Plainfield, Wisconsin 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Animal Science, Food Science, Natural Resources, Landscaping, Careers, Plant 

Science 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be utilized in Food Science, Food Science II and FACT which is our 8th grade exploratory 

class. One specific example for utilizing the books in Food Science is during our World Food Unit. Students will use the 

data provided in the book to look at different countries and compare what percent of their income is spent on food. The 

8th graders learn about our food supply and will use the Ag in the Classroom lesson "Grocery Store Problem Solving" to 

look at the cost of food while integrating geography and nutrition. They will analyze local grocery store ads, look at the 

nutritional information and cost of daily meals, and focus on the diet of a specific country.  

 

 

Students will be able to explain how the final cost of a food item represents the cost of the farmer producing it, the food 

being processed and packaged for retail sale, and the transportation of the product. 

Students will be able to discuss similarities and differences in food, clothing and shelter, and fuel sources among world 

cultures. 

Students will be able to provide examples of agricultural products available, but not produced in their local area and 

state . 

 

FACT - Students will utilize the books to look at local and worldwide production of foods. Utilizing the "Cultures, Food 

and Communities around the World" and "Grocery Store Problem Solving" lessons from Ag in the Classroom. This class is 

taught each quarter and the lessons will be taught at the beginning of each unit to explain the importance of agriculture 

and how we are all connected to agriculture and each other through food.  

Food Science I - Students will utilize the books during our World Food & Hunger unit which is taught at the beginning of 

the semester. We learn how to calculate the amount of money spent on food based on average incomes and the 

percent provided. They then come different countries and we discuss how importing and exporting play a role in the 

food supply. Students also have to research a specific country, and the role food plays in their lifestyle and customs.  

Food Science II - This will be a brand new class for us next year! I'd like to have the students research a specific country 

(growing on what they have done in Food Science I) and then create a meal that is significant to that culture. They would 

use the books to provide details about the lifestyle of that country and why the food they chose is an important part of 

that culture.Tri-County is a very small school district with just 32 students per graduating class. While we have a very 

rural community, with a prominent vegetable industry, the majority of our students do not see past the potato, 

cabbage, corn or carrot fields within our county. The Hungry Planet books will allow our students to experience places 

they have never heard of before and will probably never get a chance to see. They will understand why the food that we 

produce locally is cheaper for us, but not to someone who would import it into their own country, and vice versa for 

foods we import. They would better understand the relationship between agriculture and the environment, food, fiber 

and energy, animals, lifestyle, the economy and technology.



Sandra Dee Naas 

Ashland High School, Ashland, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Ag - Plant Systems, Animal Systems, Natural Resource & Environmental Systems 

 

The current pandemic is changing how we thought of everything. Seeing empty shelves in the grocery store is not 

something citizens of the US are used to. Not having enough money or enough food at home is something our students 

are used to. Understanding the role food plays around the world and an understanding where it comes from can help 

people make healthier choices.  I would also share this with our Global Studies teacher as we often work together on 

global food projects. this also gives rise to discussions about food waste and composting. We would also reach out to 

Ashland Alumnus Rob Greenfield, an American Adventurer who often Zooms with our students to talk about his causes 

of food waste, living simply, growing your own food, and composting. 

 

1. How environment influences food choices. 

2. The cost of food varies around the world and what are the things that influence price of food 

3. Recognize the US has cheap food and develop a project around food availability, food waste and service learning. 

 

Agriscience Exploration, Global Studies and 7th grade Ag classes. Divide up sections to groups of students who will build 

a project to learn about the area their section takes place, ag products from that area, incomes, etc and students will 

communicate their findings to others through a variety of means.Our goal is to promote food smart consumers who 

understand general food production systems and can communicate that understanding to the general public. 

Compassion and service is also a concept that we want to promote with students so they can help solve problems like 

affordable food, child hunger both at home and around the world.



Caseelynn Johnston 

Bureau Valley, Manlius, Illinois 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

Hungry Planet has the potential to impact students in the following Bureau Valley classes:Seventh Grade Agriculture, 

Eighth Grade Agriculture, Introduction to Agriculture,  Agriculture Issues/Leadership, Food Science, and potentially 

History courses.  

In both Seventh Grade and Eighth Grade Agriculture, I plan to apply Hungry Planet in the opening unit, “What is 

agriculture?”, students would have a choice board that will allow them up to 9 different ways to explore the book. Some 

examples from the choice board might be designing a comic strip that illustrates an important scene, conducting a 

fictional interview or video critique of the book. The options offered through the choice board would give students a 

wide range of options to learn about the different food systems that exist across the world. 

In Introduction to Agriculture, I would plan to utilize Hungry Planet supplement the current curriculum I use, Curriculum 

for Agriculture Science Education (CASE): Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources. The first unit of the curriculum 

shows students the history of agriculture and discusses different agricultural regions in the United States, Hungry Planet 

would serve as a supplemental material within this unit to expand student’s knowledge to food systems beyond that of 

the United States. More specifically, in the lesson titled “Grown in the USA”  students would be broke into partners to 

read about a different country detailed in Hungry Planet and report back to the class of their findings through a visual 

aid such as a slide show or virtual poster. 

As for Agricultures Issues/Leadership and Food Science, I see Hungry Planet being used in the same fashion. As these are 

both advanced courses for sophomores through seniors, I would like to challenge the students to dive deeper into the 

text. In both courses, there is a unit regarding prominent issues in agriculture. To implement the use of Hungry Planet in 

both classes I would give the students each a case study and they would search deep within the text to find the answers 

to challenging, thought-provoking questions. 

 

With the aid of Hungry Planet, I would accomplish the following goals: 

1) In the early weeks of Eighth Grade and Seventh Grade courses, Hungry Planet would inspire interest and provoke 

questions regarding food security and agriculture across the world. 

  

2) During the first unit of Introduction to Agriculture, Hungry Planet would supplement and reinforce concepts provided 

through CASE AFNR curriculum centering around agricultural regions in the United States. 

3) As a final assessment in both Food Science and Agriculture Issues/Leadership, Hungry Planet would serve as a 

culmination of the information learned throughout the semester to shed light on prominent agricultural issues. 

 

 

With a book such as Hungry Planet, I see many different potential uses, implementations, and methods of evaluations 

based upon the specific age group and classes that would utilize this resource. An excellent resource for students like 

Hungry Planet should be used as often as possible, in my opinion.  

Seventh Grade and Eighth Grade Agriculture are both quarter-long courses, so it is necessary to move through the 

curriculum at a rapid, but thorough pace. With that being said, I would intend to implement Hungry Planet in class 

around the second week of class, spending about a week total working with the books. To implement the project I would 

develop a detailed choice board that would allow students to capitalize on their own strengths and offer “student 

choice.” I shared some examples that may appear on the choice board but to name a few more, students could 

potentially write a rap about the book, they may write a letter to one of the individuals described in the book, or 

develop a word cloud. To assess the overall success of the choice board and Hungry Planet I would build rubrics for each 

choice that would allow fair evaluation of each student's grasp on the messages delivered in the book.  



Introduction to Agriculture is a year-long course offered to freshman and sophomore students. As previously mentioned, 

I utilize CASE AFNR curriculum in Introduction to Agriculture. The first unit that students cover is called Circles of Ag 

Education, this is where I would opt to most heavily implement Hungry Planet. I would expect to spend about a week 

and a half on the Hungry Planet project in Intro to Ag. Students would be broken into groups of two and each given a 

different family to further explore, they will then make a presentation that would teach the class about what they 

learned. In the final portion of the project, students would write a reflection and relate the food systems of other 

countries to that of the United States. To evaluate the outcomes of this project, I would design specific rubrics to assess 

both the presentation and reflection. 

Both Agriculture Issues/Leadership and Food Science are semester-long courses. In Agriculture Issues/Leadership 

students spend the first portion of the course focusing on leadership and they create Agriculture in the Classroom 

lessons. The second half focuses on prominent issues in Agriculture. We discuss topics such as agricultural reform, 

animal rights, food security, and more. In Food Science, students learn about topics such as food safety, cooking 

methods, the chemistry of food, and food security. Hungry Planet would serve as a resource for students as we discuss 

food security at the end of the semester. I would develop case studies that push students to think outside the box and 

explore deeper in the text. To assess the learners I would ask them to present their findings via a virtual diagram that 

would be graded via a rubric.  

Hungry Planet will accompany my current curriculum for agriculture to greatly increase students’ agricultural literacy at 

Bureau Valley. If students were first exposed to Hungry Planet as early as seventh grade and each year of their 

agricultural education the ideas could be reinforced, I am confident that they would have the ability to communicate 

with others the importance of agriculture and how it influences our world. The pictures provided in Hungry Planet will 

give students a look into cultures across the world and push students to utilize textual resources. If the Bureau Valley 

Agriculture Department was provided this opportunity to expand students’ knowledge of the basics of agriculture, 

agricultural regions, food systems, and food security through Hungry Planet students would undoubtedly be deemed 

Agriculturally Literate!



Shawna Henke 

Campbellsport Middle/High School, Campbellsport, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agribusiness, Wildlife, Food Science, Plant Science, Animal Science, Veterinary 

Science, Agriscience, Farm Operation Safety, Agricultural Leadership 

 

In the 8th grade agriculture exploratory class students will have a unit on food science.  In this unit they will look at what 

food looks like from around the world.  Students will use the book to look at individual countries and create a report to 

share with the class.  The high school food science class will also use these books to look at food on a global level.  These 

students will take it a step further and look at how different foods are used across the world. Students will use it as a 

reference to create meals based on the knowledge gained from lessons and the books.  Finally the family consumer 

science department will also use the books for their worldwide cuisine class.  These students spend the class looking at 

food from around the world.  These books will be a huge help in conveying that information to the students and sparking 

ideas. 

 

Students will gain an appreciation for food around the world.  Students will use the examples provided in the book to 

understand how food is used differently in other areas in the world.  The agriculture department and the family 

consumer science department will collaborate while using these books to their fullest ability. 

 

The books will be used in various classes including but not limited to 8th grade agriculture exploratory, food science, and 

worldwide cuisine.  The books will be used as a reference to food around the world and to spark ideas for students.  

Students will be evaluated based on the accuracy of their knowledge of food across the world.With the help of these 

resources students in the classes it is used in students will gain an understanding and appreciation for growing food. 

Through investigating food from around the world students will also learn about how it is grown.  As well as how 

agriculture works together to feed the world.



Kerry Travis 

Oblong High School, Oblong, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

Our FFA Chapter visits many grade school classrooms teaching them a variety of units on agriculture. These books would 

further enhance these lessons allowing younger kids to learn about food supply throughout the world. 

 

Goal 1- students will increase their knowledge about food availability and consumption in different areas of the world  

Goal 2- younger students will be able to learn all about food throughout the world while being taught by high school FFA 

members 

 

Books will be used throughout the school year for students in grades   1-5. My FFA students always try to visit several 

classrooms each month teaching them Ag topics pertaining to what time of the year it happens to be. They are always 

evaluated by the classroom teacher on how well they are teaching and how they could improve.Even though we live in a 

small rural community, many elementary aged students still do not know where their food comes from. Therefore, by 

working with our Ag literacy person we can increase this knowledge.



Ann Piotrowski 

Du Quoin High School, Du Quoin, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

When I was in college a teacher presented a lesson about types of food and agriculture throughout the world. I would 

use the books in my introduction to agriculture industry classes to teach about the different type of agriculture 

throughout the world. This would also be useful in agribusiness class to talk about the different prices that people pay 

for food throughout the world. 

 

Goal one is is to have agribusiness students research different types of food and prices paid throughout the world. 

Goal two is to have students track food differences throughout the world. 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be used in the fall for introduction to agriculture classes to have them track the differences 

in food preferences by mapping them on continent maps. These maps will then be put together on a bulletin board to 

evaluate the end project. 

The books would also be used in the agribusiness class to figure out the price people throughout the world pay for food. 

They will also compare food safety and security. Students will research the prices of the food for the countries and 

compare that to annual income to figure the percent of income spent on food. They will then make posters to diplay in 

the classroom for each country.Students often times forget that the foods they buy are heavily processed and forget 

where their food comes from. We in America like convenient and processed food, where other countries use raw 

products. Through these projects students will be able to see and read about the food difference in the world.



Doug Schilling 

Cahokia High School, Cahokia, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Science- Horticulture, Plant and Animal Science 

 

I incorporate as much agriculture as I can into my urban school because there is a true lack of knowledge where their 

food comes from. I also look to use cross-cross-curiculum activities with other members of the science, social studies, 

and math departments so that students can see the relevance of agriculture. 

 

Increase agriculture literacy in all of my classes. 

Use this as a foundation of where food comes from and how it varies globally. 

Start a school garden so students can grow their own food resources. 

 

I will work with my science department head to come up with a proper evaluation tool but the main focus will be 

increasing agriculture literacy and getting students to understand where their food comes from. i would like to tie this in 

with my dairy unit after we tour a dairy farm and continue with all of the products come from animals and then plants. 

My students already enjoy reading the ag mags and doing activities associated with those so this would accompany 

those lessons nicely.I teach at a low income, urban school located near St. Louis, Missouri and there is such a disconnect 

with my students about where food comes from. We have lots of discussions about various products, tour agribusiness, 

and are working on trying to get chickens along with our greenhouse up and running. This grant would only further 

support and aid my effort in increasing agriculture literacy.



Trisha Main 

Galva Jr/Sr High School CUSD #224, Galva, Illinois 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture Science 

 

The world is an ever changing environment. People no-matter the location are facing issues with food securities.  The 

Hungry Planet books and classroom resources would be introduced into both our Introduction to Agriculture Science 

(freshman level) and our Agronomy (Sophomore/Junior level) curriculum.  Studies are to include international 

agriculture, crop production sciences, and problem solving utilizing technology initiatives. 

 

1)Improve student reading skills.  Relating and reacting to what they read.  Developing a love of learning through 

reading.  

2)Empower students, by engaging them in real-life problem solving situations. To have each student become an active 

participant in the learning process.   

 

 

Our current curriculum utilizes the book "The Man Who Fed the World". The book looks at the the life of Norman 

Borlaug and the Green Revolution.  If awarded the grant we would use the Hungry Planet books and classroom activities 

to expand and scaffold our curriculum.  This time-frame would occur in the fall of 2020 in late October/early November.  

The implementation would include a pre and post test to evaluate and measure student learning as well as a journal 

project to follow each students journey thru the curriculum.  A social media platform would also be utilized to allow 

students to share information learned with others.Receiving this grant will provide additional literacy resources to Galva 

Jr/Sr High School's agricultural curriculum that would have otherwise not been possible with our current limited budget.  

The agriculture teacher, Trisha Main will take on the responsibility of communicating the objectives of the Hungry Planet 

Books and Ag in the Classroom Activities to the students of Galva High School in the manner intended by this grant 

committee.



John Hall 

Hardin County CUSD #1, Elizabethtown, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

The books would mainly be used in my Introduction to Agriculture classes to show food consumption and the impact 

productions agriculture has on the availability and cost of food locally and globally. 

 

Help my students understand different areas have different consumption habits. 

Food cost and availability can differ widely across geographic and geopolitical areas. 

The necessity of production agriculture in order to feed populations. 

 

The books will be used in conjunction with my lessons dealing with World Agriculture and History  of Agriculture. These 

books will serve as a resource as to what the world consumes and how that consumption differs based of agriculture in 

that region. 

Students will be assessed based on small group projects based on World Agriculture and knowledge gained from these 

books. Students will be assigned geopolitical regions and required to prepare a presentation on food consumption and 

how it relates to agricultural practices in that region.Students should gain an understanding on how agriculture 

influences consumption in different regions and how agricultural practices here in the US makes food relatively cheap 

and plentiful.



Tracy Bockbrader 

Carlton Middle School/High School, Carlton, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Science 

 

I would use the Hungry Planet book and resources within my Earth Science curriculum--throughout the year as we cover 

Minnesota geology, soil types, weather patterns, and climates.  I would also use the Hungry Planet book and resources 

in my Chemistry curriculum as I cover various issues on climate change throughout the year; as well as covering the 

content of various food stuffs when we cover calorimetry.  I also cover some calorimetry issues in my physics class. 

 

I would open my students' eyes to the wide variety of food cultures there are around the world as well as where their 

food comes from. I teach in a somewhat rural area, but the lack of knowledge about food and food systems is shocking.  

Through the science of available nutrients and calories they will come to a personal decision on the best foods and diets 

for themselves and/or the planet.  As climate change continues to stress the planet our food culture may need to adapt. 

 

I will use the books during the appropriate unit in each class and have each student choose a country represented in the 

book.  They would then prepare a presentation on their chosen country explaining the food system in relation to the 

science topic.  In Earth Science the students will relate the food to land forms, soil types, and weather patterns; how the 

food choices are affected by each of these factors. In Chemistry the students will discuss the food choices based on 

climate and evaluate how they see those choices possibly changing as the climate changes. The presentations will be 

given to other members of the class and student will be required to answer questions presented by their fellow students 

as well as me.These resources and this grant would enable me to meet each student where they are as far as agricultural 

literacy and move them ahead.  I teach in a fairly "rural" or agriculturally aware community, but there are still many 

things that students do not understand about their food system.  This grant and resources would help expand their 

vision of their own food system by showing them world food systems and spark discussion of what we eat, why we eat 

it, and from where it comes.



Beth Kolodzinski 

Royall H.S., Elroy, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

I will use the book with my Intro to Agriculture class and Plant and Soils class.  In the Intro class I will incorporate the 

book into an international ag unit and use it to compare our lifestyles and agricultural production with other countries.   

In the Plants and Soils class I will use it in the global food production unit and compare the different plants and soils of 

other countries with our country.  We will also use Journey 2050 in addition to the book. 

 

One objective is to help the students see differences between American Agriculture and agriculture in other countries 

and why American Farmers have continued to lead the world in food production. 

Another objective is to expose students to other cultures and expand their view of the world outside of Elroy and 

Kendall Wisconsin. 

 

I will be using the books both first and second semester since I have two separate sections of the Intro to Ag class.  I will 

implement the book after we have done some general activities related to food production.  I will evaluate the project 

with a reflective journal writing and possibly a short quiz.As stated in my objectives this will help broaden our students 

horizons as to the importance of agriculture not only in our community/state but throughout the world and that there 

are similarities and differences between our agricultural production in the U.S. and other countries and that all people 

no matter where they live depend on agriculture to survive.



Timothy Sprain 

Lincon Middle, La Crosse, Wisconsin 

7th Grade   

 

We have a two person team that integrates language arts into our math, science and social studies lessons.  We would 

read this book as a precursor to our debate unit which also correlates with our field experiences to the Grow La Crosse 

community garden project and cranberry marsh trip. 

 

1. Provide a world wide perspective on agricultural practices and food production state side and abroad. 

2. Link language arts standards such as using in text citations to our STEAM objectives, thus using the book to accomplish 

several cross curricular standards. 

3. Develop a partnership with Agriculture in the classroom in order to build a robust understanding of the world of food 

production in the 2020’s. 

 

The books will be introduced in the first quarter as part of our cranberry harvest study and field experience. Students 

will also be studying Africa and Southeast Asia and attending the Hmong New Year.  Eating is a big part of these 

experiences and the book will supplement the lessons and provide a framework for students to create a country profile 

when they choose a country and present.  One of the main components of the presentation will be a food profile just 

like the book.  Students will be assessed on their final country presentation.  The books will be used a second time 

during our spring debate.  Students will use them as primary source documents to present their debate on farming 

practices such as organic, conventional, gmo, natural selection etc....  The final assessment is a debate followed up with 

a 3 paragraph essay describing agricultural practices and their personal opinions on food production.The books provide 

a concrete resource that focuses on literacy and STEAM standards across many curriculums. They bring our urban 

students a world perspective to help understand our local agricultural practices.  Students will be able to discern the 

differences in human populations and geographical conditions that dictate the varying practices for food production 

regionally and globally.  We are confident that our students will become agriculturally literate as a result of this grant 

and the implementation of The Hungry Planet in our curriculum.



CIndi Syverson 

South Middle School, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade   

 

Hungry Planet books will pair nicely with our Agricultural Career for You unit and college visit. In our AVID classes we 

focus on student empowerment and expose our students to a variety of career possibilites. We are currently creating 

our career curriculum and will add these resources into our curriculum (if we receive the grant and after training). We 

would like to create agriculturally literate students at South Middle School. 

 

Students will demonstrate an openness to exploring a wide range of occupations and career pathways especially in the 

field of agriculture. 

Students will analyze photographs to gain an understanding of food consumption of various families around the world. 

Students will have the opportunity to become agriculturally literate students. 

 

 

Students will use the books to broaden their knowledge base of food consumption and family life around the world. 

Students have very little knowledge of the agriculture business and the careers that are available. We want to build 

awareness of the possibilities and share the value of agriculture in our daily lives.These books will also be offered to the 

8th grade Family and Consumer Science teacher to use with her students to expand their knowledge as well. Our goal 

would be to reach all 8th grade students by the end of the school year to help them become an agriculturally literate 

person. This DEFINITELTY is NOT happening currently.



Jamie Kobs 

Sun Prairie High School, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  English/Reading 

 

Beginning the 2020-21 school year, Sun Prairie High School will be piloting an academy program called Global Food and 

Sustainability. This is a three-credit interdisciplinary course co-taught by an agriculture, science, and English teacher 

(myself). Our project-based curriculum will ask students to propose and evaluate solutions to local, regional, and global 

problems associated with the production and consumption of food. Hungry Planet was a source we considered using as 

we met to design this course. Here are two assignments inspired by the book: 

Food Log: We will use the family photographs in Hungry Planet as a jumping-off point to reflect on patterns of food 

consumption and generate questions about sustainable practices in agriculture, food production, shopping, and eating. 

Students will keep a visual and written log of what they and their family eat each week for several weeks. They will 

observe patterns and reflect. Then they will identify and potentially implement one adjustment that would make their 

eating habits more sustainable (e.g. shop local, eat seasonal, reduce packaging, etc.) and then evaluate that change. If 

they are unable to implement the adjustment, they can reflect on the obstacles and what implications that has for a 

larger society.  

Cultural Comparison Research Project: Students will choose a country different from their own and research the food 

production and consumption of this culture. They will need to know how food is grown in the area (or transported to the 

area) as well as customs surrounding shopping, cooking and eating. Then they will compare their findings to their own 

culture’s food production and consumption patterns and analyze both countries using sustainability criteria. Hungry 

Planet will serve as a valuable resource for this project.    

 

 

This grant and the resources that come with it will help us meet our course goals of helping students to understand the 

following: 

-Personal food production and consumption impact the world in myriad ways. 

-Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems. 

-A suitable combination of conservation and development is required.  

-The management of sustainable resources is essential. 

-Understanding the role of scientific, cultural, social, and economic factors is vital to the development of solutions. 

 

 

We intend to use the books during first quarter and to start the projects mentioned above during that time. Both 

projects (food log and cultural comparison research) will be evaluated with rubrics that integrate agriculture, science 

and ELA standards.By some estimates, the earth's population will be 9.8 billion by 2050, requiring a 60% increase in 

agricultural production. Making this happen in a sustainable way requires that we have agriculturally literate students. 

We want our students to be critical thinkers and innovative problem solvers who draw their knowledge from multiple 

perspectives, and Hungry Planet is a resource that can inspire and provide those perspectives.



Dyan Lasar 

Greenfield High School, Greenfield, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Family & Consumer Science 

 

In the past year I have rewritten our Foods 3 curriculum to include a greater emphasis on Global Foods.  I have a 

personal teaching goal of increasing our students' global competence and I believe through my class's lessons I am 

accomplishing that.  I currently use an online version of this book to start my Global Foods unit.  I have my students look 

at the pictures of the families and their week's worth of food.  They answer questions that go along with the pictures 

and we discuss them.  I think it's a good way to start the unit and drive discussion about other cultures and food 

traditions.  

I would love to expand on this lesson.  Having the physical books would help me complete this goal because of the 

additional information the book provides.  Our discussions would be richer as the book has much more information 

about each country and family.  I would also plan cooking labs around some of the family recipes found in the book. 

 

 

1. Discussion and understanding of food disparities between different regions of the world and our country.  

2. Rich discussion on food culture and the differences and similarities between cultures.  

3. A better understanding of the different cooking methods, use of ingredients, family member's role in cooking, what 

foods are made for holidays and special gatherings, and the benefits of fresh food vs. fast food/processed food and who 

eats the most of those types of foods. 

 

I'm flipping through the book right now, as I checked it out of the library before it closed, and now have a lot more time 

to really read it and understand these families better. I'm a book lover, and am drawn to actually being able to hold a 

physical book more than I am to read or look at things online. I will continue doing the previously described lesson to 

start the Global Foods unit.  Having the books will enable me to ask more questions and have better discussions because 

there is so much more information in the book than just having the pictures to share with my students.   

From being able to spend some time with the actual book, I can also foresee myself having the students make some of 

the family recipes and having students choose a family and compare and contrast their family's weekly groceries to that 

family in the book.   

The richness of our discussions about these different countries, cultures and people will be so much better than what I 

can do with simply the pictures that I currently use.   

At the end of the Global Foods unit I evaluate students on their level of global competence.  Do they have a better 

understanding of their own culture and cultures around the world?  Can they appreciate our differences and similarities 

better?  Are their perceptions of other cultures different now that we've studied them?  

Our discussions along the way will most definitely lead to talking about agriculture.  What is more economical for these 

families- buying processed food or fresh food from local farmers or their own farm?  Which families are producing their 

own crops and why?  Which foods are found locally?  So much of the world cultivates their own food for their family's 

consumption or buys from local farmers.  How can we do a better job of that here in the United States?  Do we even 

know where our food is coming from?



Jennifer McCauley 

Mora High School, Mora, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade   

 

I will have two courses that I would like to use these resources in. My first one would be my 7th grade agriculture course 

that has a focus on plants. We look at plants globally already and how they are used. With this resource we will be able 

to get a better view and way to analyze different plants.  

With my 8th grade agriculture course we have a focus on Food Science and our first unit is always global food and food 

insecurities. These students will be using these resources to fully compare, analyze and create food from around the 

world. We also look at the production, storage and consumption of different food. Students will be able to use the books 

to choose countries to focus on and do all these things for their country. They will research production, we will look at 

storage and how things are consumed and prepared. Each group will then share with the class.  

 

 

Goal 1:Students will be able to analyze and compare food similarities and differences around the world.  

Goal 2: Students will be able to describe the food production, storage and consumption and create ways to improve 

each of these steps.  

Goal 3: Students will be able to analyze and create a new and innovative plan for improving our global food security.  

 

 

When: During the 2020-21 school year I will have 4 sections of 8th grade (2 each semester) and 2 sections of 7th grade 

(1 each semester) and will be using this resource multiple times throughout the year.  

How: 7th graders will be able to use the pictures as a source to look at plants globally, the 8th graders will use the books 

to their entirety; they will use this as a full resource for their projects; we will look at it as a class then each group will 

focus on their own country.  

Evaluation: Students will be creating a project and presentation that focuses on their own country that we find in the 

book and our resources.  

These resources being added to my curriculum will enhance students' knowledge about global agriculture. They will use 

this as a base to deepen their innovation of food security and being able to compare and contrast food around the 

world. Students will need to share and present to their peers and even create a meal from their country. Students will 

then have a better understanding and appreciation for the food and agriculture industries.  



Brianne Lisson 

Lincoln High School, Lake City, Minnesota 

8th Grade   High School-List Subject Area Below  8th- Geography 11th/12th- Psychology 

 

In my four sections of World Geography, my students would be able to immerse themselves in Menzel’s book, providing 

them a view of the world outside Lake City, Minnesota. The book would be used on each unit’s introduction day, where 

the students examine maps and charts about the region we are about to discover. Hungry Planet would fit in perfectly 

with this anticipatory set, as the students could examine the features for families in the upcoming region of study. They 

would note inferences and correlations in groups or with partners to determine climate, vegetation, land use, 

socioeconomic trends, and globalization across the featured region before we begin to go into the curriculum. The 

Hungry Planet book would be great in my classroom, as it is something that would be incorporated into every unit of our 

study.  

 

I also see us using this book within the units. As we learn, in every unit we come across information about land use, 

agriculture, and culture. As these topics come up, we could look at the Hungry Planet book to see how land use and 

agriculture is represented (or not) in the families of those places. Without knowing all the families featured, it is hard to 

come up with a specific lesson, but here are two potential examples: In our Latin America unit we discuss the altitude 

climate zones of the Andes Mountains and Central America. As the students discover the agricultural and climatic 

variations in each zone, we could reference the book and look at the families included in varying altitude zones to 

support their findings. Another example would be in our Russia unit. If the book includes two families in different 

climate zones in Russia, it would be fascinating for students to compare the two and how the climate seems to have an 

impact on the available food sources and abundance, or lack thereof, of agricultural products. Food eaten around the 

world is a reflection of culture, climate, tradition, and availability, so my students would be able to explore unlimited 

topics through this book as we learn throughout the year. 

 

Additionally, my students complete “Mini-Explorations” on topics of their choice related back to each unit. This book 

would be a valuable resource for students to reference in their research. 

 

Based on MN Social Studies Standard 8.3.1.1.1  

Goal: Understand that people use geographic representations and geospatial technologies to acquire, process and 

report information within a spatial context. 

Objective: Students will be able to obtain and analyze geographic information from a variety of print and electronic 

sources to investigate places or answer specific geographic questions. 

 

Based on MN Social Studies Standards 8.3.3.6.1 - 8.3.3.6.8 

Goal: Understand that geographic factors influence the distribution, functions, growth and patterns of cities and human 

settlements. 

Objective: Students will be able to describe how the physical and environmental features of each region of the world 

affect human activity and settlement. (Would specify for each unit) 

 

The Hungry Planet books would be used at the beginning of each regional unit for the year, and used throughout each 

unit as first part of an anticipatory set, then as a reference point for supporting curricular topics. 

One way to evaluate student learning would be to have them use one of the families from the Hungry Planet book in the 

current region of study in their unit assessments. They would need to analyze what they see in the photo(s), and make 

clear connections to the climate, land use, economic activities, and vegetation of that area with any topics discussed in 

the unit.  

 

This book and any additional lessons or resources would help my students connect their knowledge of our local 

agriculture to that outside Wabasha and Goodhue counties. In Lake City, I teach many students who live and work on 



farms, and that is the connection they make to my World Geography course -- the days we spend discussing land use, 

agriculture, animal raising, and life in rural areas. This book would provide a global look for students that may struggle to 

care about the larger world. It would provide all my students with a resource to build their knowledge of and understand 

the value of agriculture around the globe. They would be able to see, ask questions about, and explore how agriculture 

has an impact on the lives of people everywhere.



Leah Hood 

Lakeville South High School, Lakeville, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  9th grade AP Human Geography and on-level Human Geography 

 

I teach an entire unit on global agriculture, and another unit on global population/demographics, in AP Human Geo.  I 

will use these books to support existing lessons and build new lessons around.  I can see myself using these books for 

student choice/differentiation lessons, as well as for station work and extension opportunities.  These will help me when 

I teach about food insecurity in MN, the US, and globally, including food deserts; I can also use these to support my 

teaching of global social and economic development. 

 

I hope to meet goals/objectives such as teaching about how global population is connected to food production, types of 

agriculture, agricultural density, women in agriculture, food distribution systems, GMOs and the Green Revolution, 

geopolitics (including Dependency Theory), social and economic development systems/measures, food waste, and the 

von Thunen model.  These would also fit in with our study of local food movements such as organic, farm-to-table, and 

CSAs, as compared to agribusinesses/large scale commercial agriculture. 

 

I plan to use these books in several ways, and honestly, the exact ways that I will use them will be determined once I get 

them and have more details about what they contain and how many copies I am granted compared to the number of 

students I have.  Ideally, I would use these books to have my students come up with solution ideas for food distribution 

problems around the world.  I would love for students to create a service learning project or a Story Map, which I would 

use to evaluate student learning.Most of my students have never meaningfully studied agriculture before they come to 

my class.  Our unit on agriculture is always one of the most eye opening for students because they have so little prior 

knowledge of the topic.  Students are generally very disconnected from their food systems, and truly come away from 

the unit with fresh eyes on the world.  They are shocked at how much water and other resources (such as energy) are 

used in agriculture, at how much agricultural produce is lost each year, at how much goes to feeding livestock rather 

than humans, at agriculture’s impact on the environment and contributions to global warming, and at the amount of 

food insecurity at every scale of analysis in the world around them.  The more resources I have to use with students and 

to build my own content area knowledge, the more agriculturally literate my students will become— it’s as simple as 

that.  These books will give me an opportunity to grow, professionally, and will be used directly with about 170 students 

each year, so they will have a direct impact on agricultural literacy in the state of Minnesota.



Kirsten Konder 

Luck Public Schools, Luck, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agricultural/Technology Education 

 

On the agricultural education side of my classroom, I teach a wide array of classes including middle school exploratory, 

animal science, food science, horticulture and landscaping just to name a few. In my middle school class and food 

science class, the students learn about various cultures from around the world and what types of food that they eat 

compared to the United States. Installing this book into the curriculum will assist the students in understanding the 

variation of food and consumption of food on a global level. After reading the book, students will also use some of the 

cultures to create meals and gain culinary skills through hands on experiences. 

 

One of the main goals that I want to get across to my students when they are reading this book is that no matter where 

we live in the world, we are all connected by the food that we eat. There are numerous countries around the world that 

eat less than us in one week as a family and are still able to sustain. The Hungry Planet also has many visual depictions 

for students to see, which will increase the amount of retention for the global food consumption. I will assign the 

students to document for one week what their family eats, and then they will bring the data where we can compare. 

Even in one school district in rural Wisconsin, the numbers may be all over the charts. 

 

I plan on using the books for my middle school rotation class, which switches every six weeks. The books will also be 

used in my horticulture and food science classes at the high school level. The students will read the book, along with 

keeping a journal of their opinions while reading. After completed with the book, the students will turn in the journal for 

credit. The next assignment will be to document what their family eats for one week. This will demonstrate the diversity 

of food consumption in our area, but then also compare our country to another. The final stage will be where the class 

will go to to the kitchen lab where each group of 2-3 students will cook a dish from another country.Agricultural and 

educating about this subject is a necessity to building well rounded students to lead our future generations in the right 

direction. When the students within my class read this book, they will gain a compassion for how their food is produced 

and how it brings people together in good times and in bad. Through reading this book and completing the curricular 

expectations, the students will want to grow their own gardens, participate in agriculture on a local level, and have a 

greater appreciation for every meal that they eat.



Amanda Levzow Seichter 

Pardeeville High School, Pardeeville, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be utilized in multiple Agriculture courses at PHS, if we are fortunate to receive the grant.   

In my Biotechnology course, we do a unit on food security and talk about what different people eat for food around the 

world.  This book will help them visualize the amount and types of food around the world as they prepare presentations 

about food security around the world and research how biotechnology can help with food insecurity around the world.   

In my Sustainable Food Science course, we talk about food from different cultures and how sustainable practices are 

used around the world.  The book will allow them to research how different countries utilize food resources.  Students 

research how sustainable different agriculture practices from around the world are and how we can make them more 

sustainable.   What different culture eat has an effect on their agricultural practices, so the book will provide them 

visuals and information. 

In my Meat and Vegetable Science course we learn about how to prepare food from around the world.  Being able to 

visualize what the meals look like in other countries will help them with their research and labs.  We then take their 

research and prepare different types of food using our food science kitchens.   

In my 8th grade Food Science course, entitled Teen Chef, I would like to incorporate a project where students will 

research common cuisines from countries around the world and this book would allow them to get a good start on their 

research and visualize the different foods used around the world.   

Outside of the agriculture classes, I work with the World Cultures teacher and she said she would also be interested in 

using these books when her class research other countries.  They prepare reports about the cultures in these countries 

and food is one of the items they put into their reports. 

 

Students will visualize and describe the types and amount of food that different countries consume on a regular basis. 

Students will research food security for different countries around the world.  

Students will apply their knowledge of sustainability and determine if different agricultural practices used around the 

world are considered sustainable or how they can be modified to be more sustainable. 

 

As stated before, the books will be used during different courses  in the agriculture department.  The books would be 

stored in the agriculture classroom to be utilized when needed.  The projects are spread out over the first and second 

trimester, so an exact time for when the books will be utilized will depend on how quickly students get through the rest 

of the curriculum.  Students will be introduced to the books at the start of the project, being asked to use them as a 

starting point to learn about cuisine and food culture for each of the countries.  Students will be assigned a country to 

research and will use the books for the start of their research.  The projects are evaluated on different levels, most are 

presentations that are given to their classmates, but sometimes they are presented to a panel of judges (Meat and Veg. 

Science and Teen Chef) as a part of their food labs.  One component on the rubric for each project will include the use of 

the Hungry Planet book in their research, to ensure students are utilizing this resource for their projects.Literacy is more 

than just reading a book or article.  Students need to evaluate what they are reading and interpret the meaning behind 

the words.  Having students utilize the Hungry Planet in their projects, they are doing more than just reading.  They are 

taking information from the book and continuing that research with their projects and presentations.  Teaching students 

how interpret texts and pictures will help them become more literate.  Additionally, using the Hungry Planet to 

showcase what food and agriculture looks like in other parts of the world will open their minds to the different areas of 

agriculture and how agriculture can vary across the globe.  Students will be more knowledgeable about world 

agricultural practices and food security across the planet.



Nathaniel Nolden 

Wisconsin Dells High School, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  AgriScience 

 

This upcoming school year I plan to implement the Hungry Planet books and resources in my 8th Grade Ag class. This 

class uses the Journey 2050 curriculum to guide the course in talking about each of the high school AgriScience courses 

students can take with an emphasis on sustainability. From the Hungry Planet book outline it sounds like the book and 

it's accompanying resources provided from Agriculture in the Classroom will fit perfectly into this trimester course. The 

Journey 2050 has lessons that cover a variety of topics and I plan to specifically use the Hungry Planet book with the 

lessons on Sustainable Agriculture, Plant Health, Water, Land Use, and Economy. I think that these lessons have direct 

connection to the food stories and food challenges themes of the book. I will also use "The Earth is an Apple" activity, 2 

litter bottle hydroponic system activity, and a GMO activity to deepen student understanding of the relationships 

between agriculture, sustainability, and food production. 

 

1. Students will be able to identify and describe sustainable food production.  

2. Students will be able to outline cultural differences in food, food production, and food challenges.  

3. Students will be able to connect best management practices to agriculture and food production. 

 

The books will be used at various portions of each 8th grade trimester to compliment the current curriculum. The 

project will be implemented through a combination of reading strategies including annotation, think aloud, identifying 

key words, and graphic organizers. Each of these methods use different learning styles to help students understand the 

text. To evaluate the students I will use a series of questions that will require the students to make connections between 

the text and key concepts previously discussed in class.The resources provided through this grant and their connections 

to the curriculum taught in the 8th Grade Ag class will increase student exposure to a variety of agricultural topics. The 

objectives that I hope to achieve with these resources aim to increase how agriculture and food differ in different parts 

of the world and how their food production is sustainable. I believe this is key to understanding agricultural concepts. By 

providing students with another tool to help me teach these objectives I will hopefully be deepening their understanding 

of agriculture. This will allow students to communicate with the members of their family and other about sustainable 

agricultural practices, the importance of agriculture and best management practice, and sustainable food production.



Kevin Champeau 

Freedom High School, Freedom, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Ag Education Classes in various areas of Agriculture 

 

The materials will be used to enhance what we already do in many classes.  In the Ag Science I class it will be used to 

show how important the animal industry is to everyone in our society.  We plan to use it in all of our animal based 

classes to enhance the belief that animals and agriculture have a role in our daily lives.  This resource will enhance and 

expand what wee do now, but will not replace what we do.  We are always looking for more material and more ways to 

tweak our current lessons, and this material will allow us to do that. 

 

The three goals or objectives of this project would be: 1). To introduce a specific resource such as Hungry Planet to the 

students as a resource that is designed to educate the general public about agriculture.  Discussions can then be had on 

how this resource accomplishes that.  2. Use this resource to enhance the current knowledge of our students.  3.  

Students will use the enhanced knowledge they have obtained and practice it and put it to use in their FFA activities they 

do individually or as a chapter. 

 

The books would be used through out the year in various classes and units.  Being on the block schedule classes are only 

a quarter long.  Therefore, this book could be used multiple times each quarter through out the year.  I see this book 

being used in the Animal Science related classes, the Ag Science 1 and 2 class which is an introductory course to 

freshman.  This book would also be used in the Agribusiness class, and the Intro to Food Science class.  The projects 

would vary depending on the class and would involve group work and presentations.This resource will help make 

students more aware of agricultural around them, how everyone is affected by agriculture on a daily basis, and how 

food choices affect our well being.  Having students leave our classroom who are agriculturally literate should be a 

primary goal of Agricultural Education in general.  Activities that are based around this resource can help students see 

the importance of agriculture, and with classroom activities and discussion allow for agricultural literacy to take place.  

Students can then practice and strengthen their literacy through various FFA activities and the use of our three circle 

model.



Melinda Goplin 

Whitehall School District, Whitehall, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

I have used one copy of the book previous during a lesson on inquiry based learning for my middle school students 

called, "Agriculture around the World".  It is an introductory lesson on the importance of agriculture and how it is 

different to everyone.  Having only one sample book is definitely a challenge so the lesson is short.  Having additional 

copies could expand this project in many ways.  Students choose a country to research how they use agriuclture, 

technology, climate and crops/animals raised.  The book gives them some valuable information to get started and 

compare one country to another.  AITC materials can be integrated into this lesson could be the array of Ag Mags so 

students can find out how we raise crops/animals in the U.S and develop questions to search for in their chosen country 

to use as comparison data.  I did not find a lesson on "World Agriculture" in the data base, but it would be really fun to 

develop such a lesson to share with others.  I can easily see the opportunity to develop something for our FFA Ag. 

Literacy to the elementary students as well. 

 

* For students to utilize the books for their assignment in order to compare the different countries in an easy, hands on 

approach.  

* For students to understand the importance of agriculture around the world. 

* For students to analyze their country of choice for use of agriculture in means of technology, products, income, living 

conditions and trading ability. 

 

Books will be the main resource for comparison of countries, start up information students will begin their research.  

They will also come up with a question sheet from the book to declare what other information they might need and be 

able to go other places for answers.  The photos in the book are always good for comparison as a general overview and 

to utilize during their presentations to their classmates.  Evaluation of the project completion would be based on their 

work ethic and organization and collaboration of materials used.Even with all the technology in the world, students still 

have narrow minds that need to be expanded.  This gives them the opportunity to explore agriculture life in another 

country without having to spend money to go there.  I can see this spilling over into the Family Consumer Science classes 

and working in partnership to then create a dish from that country to share with classmates.  The book is the spark that 

can create the interest and then allow students to use their imagination and creativity to take the project to the next 

level.  They will be more confident in their knowledge and have a better sense of how the world is connected, but still 

different.



Jennifer Anderson 

Hutchinson High School, Hutchinson, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Geography, AP Human Geography 

 

The majority of my teaching load consists of Human Geography courses, both on-level and Advanced Placement.  One 

key unit is on Agriculture.  The Hungry Planet books would provide tangible ways for my students to interact with the 

spatial aspect of Geography and Agriculture.  I currently use a Time magazine photo essay of this series, but it is small 

and hard to navigate.  I use this to introduce students to the unit.  I have students compare and contrast things like 

family size, protein, types of foods the list as their favorites, cost, etc.  It allows me to connect multiple units into this 

activity.  On average, I would have 2-3 class per trimester using these books. 

 

1.  Students will be able to compare levels of development by looking at food choices, availability, and quantity across 

the globe. 

2.  Students can compare cultural differences in food production and manufacturing across cultures. 

 

These books would be used during the Agriculture unit of a required Geography course, every trimester of the school 

year.  All students are required to take Geography (either regular or AP level), so this would be used 3 times per year in 

my regular courses (5-6 sections on average) and once per year in my AP courses (2 sections).  I would create a more 

deliberate exercise in comparing and contrasting cultures if I were awarded a set of these books.  As mentioned earlier, 

having students look at how others live and looking for cultural and economic clues would be the basis of my 

assessment.  This could be expanded, as well, for use during my development unit.  Students sometimes have a hard 

time understanding how different culture actually live on such a small amount.  Seeing images in a tangible book would 

allow them to do this.  In evaluating the project, I would be able to assess pre and post knowledge on agriculture and 

lifestyles.  I could have them state what new knowledge they gained, as well as ways to address global inequities.As a 

social studies curricular area, I don't have the resources available to me that my counterparts in the STEM areas do.  It 

isn't the hot button topic right now so we are often left to be creative in our resource acquisition.  A set of these books 

would provide something for my students to look at, touch, compare.  Technology is amazing and we are grateful for 

what we have, but having a paper book is also nice. Students even comment how they appreciate different venues for 

learning.  Focusing on agriculture, in a semi-rural community like mine, is also beneficial.  Knowing that agriculture is 

dependent on geography is my main focus.  This book can clearly spell out the differences in available food sources, 

depending on your geography.



Jeff Zobeck 

Gresham Community School, Gresham, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Food Science 

 

We cover why it is so important for agriculture to a big part of the solution in helping to solve the global population 

issues we will continue to be challenged by. I believe this resource will be helpful in addressing that issue in class. We 

complete a World Food Supply unit early on in class to make students realize the importance of the food science 

industry in assisting with this challenge. We do an activity to look at food consumption and production in various 

countries. 

 

Make students more literate about where their food comes from and all the steps involved in getting your food from 

production to table. 

Provide the students with a resource to better understand the consumption of food in various locations throughout the 

U.S. and the world. 

 

Fall semester 2020. I will have to spend some time going through the resources and book to best understand how to 

implement and evaluate it thoroughly, but I like to bring reading and reading assessments into my classroom to better 

support the core classes that students are required to take.  I like to give them a more applied application of reading to 

my curriculum for example. I believe if they can apply it to their lives they are more likely to appreciate the reading 

experience as opposed to reading something that they may not have interest in or have difficulty making a connection 

to.I really do believe my students need to be literate about the agricultural industry and in this case the food science 

industry. But most importantly they need to be able communicate intelligently and specifically with all the knowledge 

and facts  they can acquire to the general public that unfortunately is often illiterate when it comes to where their food 

comes from.



Marlee Bonham 

Jack Young Middle School, Baraboo, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

8th Grade   

 

The Hungry Planet books will be used in my 8th grade Introduction to Agriculture class. I like to call the class "Dirt to 

Dessert". We learn and explore where our food comes from and how it gets to our table. One of the units we talk about 

is food in other countries. This book will be beneficial in showing the students exactly what other countries eat and how 

much all of that food costs. 

 

The first goal I hope to meet is getting all of my students access to material that will broaden their world view. By 

exposing them to different people and different cultures, they are able to understand the differences between 

themselves and their classmates. The second goal I hope to meet is collaborating with the other 8th grade teachers to 

align all of the standards so the students are receiving information that will build on each other to develop the students 

in all areas. For example, math would discuss exchange rates for different currencies in other countries, science could 

talk about different soil types for the countries and which are better to grow crops on, and social studies could talk 

about the cultures of those countries. We could even include world languages to learn the primary languages of those 

countries and general music to incorporate music popular with that culture. My third goal/objective that I would hope to 

meet would be for the students to grow their agricultural literacy. The more the students are agriculturally literate, the 

better they will be able to explain the importance of agriculture to their friends and family who may not understand or 

know. 

 

The books will be used as a unit in my Introduction to Agriculture class, once in the fall and once in the spring. We will 

cover and discuss a few different countries at a time. The students will do a report on a certain country and what foods 

are most popular in that country. The students will use the information they are learning from their other classes to 

supplement the information they will be learning about each country in my class. They will be evaluated on their 

understanding of what foods grow best in those countries, what food is culturally appropriate for each country, and how 

expensive each meal would cost each family.This book and the activities I will provide in class will support growing 

agricultural literacy in a few different ways. One of the activities that the students will be presenting their posters about 

each country to local elementary classes. By presenting this information, they will be informing the younger generation 

about other countries and they will be increasing their public speaking skills. The students will be reading and explaining 

the material they learn in my class to others, which will increase and expand their own understanding of the material.



Wendy Harris 

Metro Deaf School, St Paul, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  All social studies areas (US and world history, geography, economics, civics) 

 

I do not know exactly which classes I will have in fall (the courses and whether standard or modified curriculum). I can 

envision using the resources in all of my potential courses. 

US history (standard curriculum, immigration unit) or geography (standard curriculum, cultural geography unit) - 

Brainstorm: how could you be able to use the information from the books and other sources to note the impact of 

foodways from other parts of the world on regional cuisine in the US? Try finding information using the brainstormed 

strategies. Evaluate whether this method of research was effective. How could it be improved? 

US history (modified curriculum, immigration unit) or geography (modified curriculum, cultural geography unit) - Pick 

one state in the US and research the common home countries of immigrants, find images of food from some of those 

countries. Try shopping online at a major food store in that state. Are those foods available in the store? Compare with 

another small group in the class - are the foods of the cultural groups in that state available in stores in your state? Why 

or why not?  

World history (standard curriculum, imperialism) - Which countries have traditionally been colonial powers and/or 

accepted many immigrants or refugees? Analyze images of food from those countries and find foods which represent 

the food traditions of those countries. 

World history (standard curriculum and modified curriculum, agricultural revolution or global trade over time unit) - 

Analyze photos to find what appear to be common staple products. Where do these products originate from? What 

historical influences over time may have caused these to become staple products in other parts of the world? 

Economics (standard curriculum, measures of income distribution, wealth distribution and poverty) - After studying the 

measures of more developed countries and less developed countries, use the books to categorize ten countries as MDC 

or LDC and give justification based on the information from the books. Then, research the economic data in the World 

Fact Book for 3 of the countries to confirm MDC or LDC designation and find evidence of other economic statistics in the 

images.  

  

Economics (modified curriculum, role of household in movement of goods) - Analyze photos to determine where 

families might get the foods they eat and whether the foods would be produced locally or not; use google images to 

search for "food markets" and "food stores" for two different countries. Where do most people get their food? How do 

you know? Make a Venn diagram for the two countries identifying where households get their food. 

Civics (standard curriculum, comparative government, purpose of laws and rules) - Analyze the photos to find 4 

countries where it appears there might be many different sources of foods (different companies, producers, etc.). Next, 

pick 2 countries whose regulations you will research. Find if there is a government body that regulates food. What types 

of rules are there that might impact the families in the pictures you analyzed? What does this tell you about the role of 

the government in this country? What type of government system do you think this country might have? Why? Research 

to confirm. 

Civics (modified curriculum, comparative government, purpose of laws and rules) - Read portions of the European 

General Food Law and the FDA’s food regulations. Find examples of situations in the images that meet or don’t meet the 

food regulations you read. Why would a government establish food regulations? 

 

 

I hope to encourage my students to learn to critically analyze images and use details from images to develop hypotheses 

or inferences about the time and place the images are taken. I also hope to encourage students to make direct cross-

cultural comparisons around a common topic (food). 

 

I will use the books in my classes in the fall semester, depending on the courses I am teaching and how my planned 

lessons mentioned above fit into the curriculum. I will also be providing professional development about incorporating 

the use of primary sources in the classroom across grade levels (we are a preK-12+ school). I plan to have teachers 



develop activities at their grade levels or in their courses that could incorporate the books, and will share the books with 

other teachers. Approximately 20 students would be directly impacted by my lessons, while an as-yet unknown number 

of other students (perhaps 30-40) would be impacted by other teachers' activities.I have been working to increase the 

role of agriculture in my curriculum. I focus on agriculture in the agricultural geography unit, and have been using the 

groundwater and ethanol lessons from the MCEE sustainability curriculum, which bring agriculture more into my 

economics class. I focus my first semester of world history around the role of sugar. My students are primarily urban 

with limited farm experience. I want them to understand the critical role of agriculture in our lives, even if our food 

comes from the grocery store shelves, and how policies and decisions made by us and people in power have a larger 

impact.



Allison Zaccardi 

Harding High School, St Paul, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Culinary Arts 

 

I will use the curriculum in our Food Systems unit.  In this unit we learn about the interconnectedness of our 

international and local food systems.  We learn about farm to table and industry.  We also closely look at culture and 

how the food we eat is part of identity and geography. 

 

Minnesota FCS Standards: 

MGF 1.1 Investigate the cycle of food production from farm to table. 

MGF 1.2 Analyze the effects of global, regional, and local events and conditions on food choices and practices. 

 

Students will learn about food systems, analyze global events, geographical conditions and staple crops.  They will then 

use this to learn about their own food consumption and how culture, local geography and food systems affect the 

choices in food they have access to. They will create individual projects/presentations based on this information. They 

will assessed on their presentation.This resource allows students to see the role of culture and place on a person's diet 

and the variety and disparities in food around the world, and in their own communities.



Brittany Vanderbilt 

DeForest High School, DeForest, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Family and Consumer Sciences 

 

I will be teaching a brand new (to me) course next year called Global Culinary Arts. This summer I will be writing the 

curriculum, and I think these resources will work wonderfully together! Specific things that will be taught will be what 

food around the globe looks like...specifically exploring cooking methods, ingredients, traditions and so much more! I am 

not sure of what activities we will be doing yet, as I am still in the process of writing the curriculum, but cooking and 

sampling recipes from other countries will for sure be included. We will also be hosting a holiday traditions dessert event 

for all of the teachers in our school next winter. 

 

For my students, and myself, to learn about, and appreciate other cultures...specifically: 

-what "normal" looks like for families around the world 

-how different cultures appreciate food (traditions, portion size etc.) 

-cooking techniques 

 

I am envisioning that we would start each unit with the book. To read about the area before they dive into their own 

exploration of that culture. As far as evaluation, I have not decided what this will look like yet. Most likely some sort of a 

cultural event for students to eat food and learn about other cultures.I appreciate that the resources provided by this 

grant are fact-based. We can find a lot on the internet, but it is not always truthful. This would be an authentic source 

for my students to learn from and not just someone's opinion on Google.



Kelly Hubert 

Turtle Lake, Turtle Lake, Wisconsin 

7th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

Since I teach both agriculture and FACE classes, this book will be perfect in may situations. In my intro to agriculture, we 

discuss food shortages around the world as well as different foods grown around the world. This book would be a great 

resource for this unit. In my greenhouse class we discuss the importance of growing your own food. In my foods class, I 

would like to add a unit on global foods. Currently I do not have a unit on this but I feel this book would be a great 

resource to start this unit. 

 

My main goal is to teach students the importance of growing food and eating healthy.  

Another goal is to implement a global food unit in my foods class. 

 

I would add this book to my food sustainability unit in my intro to Ag class. This unit is very discussion lead lesson. I 

would use the book (or parts of the book) for students to read and enhance our current discussion points. For my Foods 

class I would also have them read the book (or parts of the book) before we start cooking cultural foods from around the 

world.We will use the book as a resource as we learn and discuss aspects of agriculture as it relates to food and our 

lives. Depending on the class we will focus on the global food shortage and distribution, growing food, healthy meals 

and global food choices.



Janet Rith-Najarian 

Minnesota Alliance for Geographic Education—northern Minnesota resource center, Bemidji, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Geography and Environmental Science 

 

I am a teacher-consultant for the Minnesota Alliance for Geographic Education, and I staff the MAGE outreach teacher 

resource center and lending library for northern Minnesota. I am also a Master Naturalist trainer for Minnesota. I offer 

professional development for both organizations. As such, a set of your materials would aid in my being able to offer PD 

training  on this topic for both geography teachers and environmental educators, and be able to make available a 

classroom set for lending to regional classrooms from our resource center in Bemidji. See our website at 

rivergeo.org/library 

 

1) through our lending library, to provide access to Hungry Planet and Ag in the Classroom materials for educators, 

classrooms and schools in the Bemidji area and larger northern Minnesota region.  

2) to provide custom consultation to educators on ways they can use these materials with students 

3) to provide professional development opportunities in the form of workshops for teachers 

 

Will be used by educators who can borrow the materials in the form of a learning trunk that they can check out for their 

classrooms. Teachers can attend a workshop to learn how to implement the materials in geography or environmental 

education, or can arrange a custom consultLocal students in our area do not see much agriculture in action here except 

silvaculture and isolated small family farms. Broadening their horizons to help understand state habitat differences and 

the role of agriculture in our state is important, and even more so in this time if transition with eventual climate change. 

It is also important for them to learn how Minnesota fits into the global food economy, and how our consumption and 

way of life impacts global markets, trade, and resource availability elsewhere in the world.



Katelyn Dei 

Slinger High School, Slinger, Wisconsin 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agricultural Science 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be a valuable resource in a new class at Slinger High School called, Global and Urban 

Agriculture. SHS has seen great value with the Peter Menzel books in Introduction to Agriculture coursework and I am 

interested in acquiring more books based on the demand for this information. Solving the issue of Global Food Insecurity 

is a growing concern for everyone and this new class at SHS is no exception. The new course aims to define food 

insecurity, determine where and why insecurity exists, and then develop plans to solve the issue. I already received a 

grant a few years ago from Ag in the Classroom to purchase a set of books for my Intro class. However, I have since 

realized that activities work better when students have individual copies of the books to work from. Therefore, I am 

requesting an additional set of Hungry Planet books to meet the needs of students at Slinger High School. 

 

1.) Students will be able to define "food insecurity" and determine the various causes in different areas of the world.  

2.) Students will determine their role in global and social issues as they play a role in health, nutrition, and safety.  

3.) Students will develop and implement a plan to address the food insecurity crisis in their own communities and 

beyond. 

 

The books will be individually assigned to students. Students will research countries and report back to the class about 

the various challenges each country faces when it comes to food insecurity and scarcity. Students will determine their 

role in helping the crisis beyond the borders of our country. Students will additionally address the community's need for 

wholesome food and develop a plan to contribute as necessary. Students will pitch plans to the class. Exceptional 

projects will be pitched to other staff, school officials, and school organizations.I believe that these books provide an 

incredible opportunity for students to develop their reading skills that their generation is slowly losing over time. I also 

feel that these books provide an opportunity for students to be exposed to the challenges other countries face and the 

struggles that we don't always see in social media. As a result of this class and materials, students will become more 

globally aware of social issues and their role in solving them.



Emily Trout 

Saints Academy, St Francis, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agricultural Science 

 

The Hungry Planet books will be utilized within the food science classes taught at St. Francis. Currently, there is a food 

science course that focuses on meals from different cultural backgrounds and teaches students how to use it. I think this 

book would be a great way to show students what food and agriculture look like throughout the world. 

 

1. The Hungry Planets book will be implemented into the agricultural classes in St. Francis to increase cultural awareness 

for high school students.  

2. The Hungry Planet book will be used to increase the cultural competency and agricultural literacy with students in 

elementary school and middle school through the teachings of high school FFA members. 

 

The books will be used in the food science classes during the fall trimester of the next school year. Ideally, each student 

or group of students, will have access to the book. Students will work together to learn about families from Hungry 

Planet and their cultures. The Hungry Planet book will also be used to talk about food security and food waste. This will 

be the introduction to the global food security project that students work towards through the Minnesota Youth 

Institute resources that are provided.The resources provided will allow students to learn and experience new 

information about agriculture as it relates to global cultures and food security. The FFA members will also be sharing 

their knowledge from these resources and teaching younger students in the district as well.



Adam Doll 

Mankato East High School, Mankato, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  AP Human Geography 

 

Unit 5 APHUG classroom. 

 

Tie to APHUG standards in Agriculture unit. 

 

Unit 5 Agriculture standards in APHUGAuthentic learning surrounding Agriculture.



Deborah Chabi 

Dundee Crown High School, Carpentersville, Illinois 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Environmental Science 

 

We would use the Hungry Planet books in our push to increase literacy.  Using the book in this capacity we will use it in 

our units on population, geography, and agriculture/plant dynamics. 

 

- Increase in awareness of diversity of growing practices. 

- Farm to table and local food sources. 

- Using the phenomenon of food to teach geography 

 

We would be using the books to reinforce our textbook in various lessons in multiple classes shared between 3 

teachers.Agriculture, health, and life are all integral aspects of the curriculum in a systems thinking approach.  Analysis 

of where food comes from, how it is different in different parts of the world based on ecosystems, how does the global 

market affect pollution.  These are all integral parts of our curriculum.



Michael Gallup 

Kimball, kimball, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture 

 

I currently teach 7-12 grade agriculture. I would use these materials in all of my classes, because we always go back to 

the question of how do we feed a growing population in a sustainable way. I specifically would use this during my 8th 

grade class where we examine that question by doing a project based of the world food prize youth institute paper. I 

would also use it in my wildlife and natural resources class when we examine human impact and reliance on the 

environment, my food chem class to examine what food looks like around the world, agricultural science and technology 

to highlight the need for more sustainable food production, and plant science class to examine how to improve yields in 

different climates. 

 

My goal of utilizing this curriculum would be to connect students with global issues and have them start thinking about 

potential solutions. I would also want them to examine there own lives to see if there are changes they can make that 

could make an impact on a global scale. I would also use this technology to relay how specific improvements in 

agriculture technology could decrease hunger around the world. 

 

The books would be used to in my global ag units as background reading for a discussion on world hunger. I have a 

rubric for the discussion that would be used to evaluate their engagement with the discussion and completion of the 

reading. I would also use the books to help my students complete their global Ag presentation which focuses on 

comping up with solutions for an issues that affects food security in countries around the world. This project has a lot of 

student choice, but I can see these books being a very beneficial resources for them.All my classes are based on 

agricultural and understand how our food is grown and raised. These books would specifically help students make 

connections with how agricultural is different around the world. It would also help me teach why agriculture is such an 

important thing to know about. I also believe that this book would give an visual to some of the global issues we discuss 

in class.



Leah Bott 

William Kelley School - Silver Bay, Silver Bay, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 

I would use the books and additional resources in two different places. First, in the 7th-grade class that I teach, we study 

the history of agriculture along with where your food comes from. We look at the growing world population and discuss 

what can be done to feed this population and take care of the environment. Second, I teach a World Foods class to 

students in grades 9-12. In this class, we study agriculture, climate, culture, and cuisine of countries around the world. 

Lessons revolve around the food that is grown there and why along with how the culture impacts the common cuisine. 

Students also prepare and sample food items from each of the countries we study. 

 

1. To educate students about food-related social issues including disparities between countries and food access issues in 

the U.S. and in other countries.  

2. To create awareness of the types of food that families in other countries are eating, categorize the reasons why 

people eat the foods they eat (e.g., cultural, emotional, environmental, nutritional, religious, social) and encourage 

students to sample the food they have not tasted before. 

3. To develop an understanding of the importance of nutritional education by reflecting on the nutritional values of 

familiar food and share their own research with their peers. 

 

The books will be used during the first and second semesters as I have half the 7th graders each semester. The project 

will be implemented in week 3 of the semester and the project will be evaluated through a written response from 

students that shows their understanding of the topic. 

I will use the books at the beginning of the year with my World Foods class as in introduction piece and then throughout 

the year as a resource. This resource will provide students with an awareness of how food consumption affects the 

lifestyles of people around the world and how it affects their own lifestyle and nutrition. Students will research a 

country’s food choices, prepare an oral report, a visual display, and prepare an authentic food dish.The students in 

northeast Minnesota have very little connection to production agriculture, therefore very little connection to how, 

where, and why food is grown. I am continually working to create a more literate student population around the issues 

of agriculture production, nutrition and food choices, and the impact on the environment. They will one day be making 

the purchasing decisions for themselves and their families, along with being decision-makers on local school boards and 

city councils. It is important that they understand the dynamics around agriculture, food and natural resources and can 

communicate this effectively to those around them. I am excited about the opportunity to add this valuable resource to 

my curriculum to further enhance the learning of this important topic.



Janet Mattson 

Sebeka Public School, Sebeka, Minnesota 

8th Grade  Health 

 

The Hungry Planet books and additional Agriculture in the Classroom resources would be incorporated into our current 

Health 8 curriculum regarding agriculture and nutrition in other countries/cultures.  In addition, other High School 

Classes such as Family & Consumer Science Classes and other Health classes could utilize the resources as well. 

 

1.  Students will analyze the influence of family, peers, cultures, agriculture and other factors on Health and Nutrition. 

2. Students will compare & contrast personal nutritional habits with others across cultures and environments. 

3.  Students will describe how the agriculture cultural similarities/differences influence personal health & nutrition. 

 

Books and additional resources received will be utilized during the Nutrition Unit of Health 8 class during the 2020-2021 

school  year.  Student's will be evaluated through the assignments, projects, and the end of unit test.Students will 

become agriculturally literate through the education received through classroom discussion and comparing & 

contrasting agricultural practices in other cultures.



April Wallace 

Luverne Public Schools, Luverne, Minnesota 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Geography 

 

The Hungry Planet books and additional resources will be used in several ways in my classroom. First, it will be used in 

both my 8th grade geography and high school geography classrooms during the population unit. In my population unit 

we already do a whole class activity with some of the pictures from Hungry Planet / Material World and engage in 

discussion about standard of living around the world. This is an extended lesson that lasts at least a week to two weeks 

in both the middle school and high school setting. I could also use this resource in my Agriculture unit for my high school 

classroom, as we engage in a study of how agriculture impacts places around the world and the challenges farmers face. 

 

1. Examine how standard of living affects people living around the world.  

2. Examine how agriculture is distributed around the world.  

3. What challenges to farmers face around the world. 

 

Books will be used primarily during the population unit. This unit is the second unit in both the middle school and high 

school levels. In both settings, the students will interact with the pictures and resources to get a better idea of how 

people are living around the world and how agriculture affects their way of life and vice versa. There will be an 

assessment of this topic in both settings, revolving around how standard of living affects their daily lives. But I would 

also be interested in a larger project if approved for these books. The agriculture unit would also be greatly enriched due 

to these new resources.This grant will help students become more aware of how agriculture and food can affect 

standard of living and quality of life. They will be understand how agriculture is distributed in supplemental material to 

this project and the subsistence farming that so many individuals engage in around the world. They will also be able to 

visually examine what people are eating and how that is affected by their level of development, culture, and 

environment. Finally, with this project they will learn about challenges farmers face around the world. From 

sustainability to fertilizers to the demand of organic foods. Ultimately, through this grant my students will come to 

appreciate agriculture more deeply and how it affects our lives and the lives of people all around the world.



Heather Winkelmann 

Buffalo Lake Hector Stewart High School, Hector, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Special Education 

 

Through the Hungry Planet books, students will be exposed to different cultures around the world exploring and 

comparing worldwide communities with local communities.  Through guided and inquiry-based lessons students will 

explain the interrelationship between the environment and community development. The cultural competency goals in 

the state of Minnesota will also be addressed through the integration of perspective of other cultures and the tolerances 

or intolerances we have as a community. The students will also gain an understanding of how the food that is grown in 

our area compares to other regions of the world and the economic support that we receive through trade agreements 

with other countries.  Additional we are working with our food science/agriculture department in building inclusive 

lessons that differentiate between students implementing lessons that utilize FLP and the Hungry Planet books with our 

new greenhouse will encourage food exploration and encourage students to try different foods, spices and how the food 

we grow can be used in our own school cafeteria. Also through the use of the text students will engage in conversations 

about quality and quantity of the foods that they eat in comparison to those in their own county, state, country and 

other countries. 

 

Goal: Students will gain a basic understanding of population growth and the benefits and concerns related to science 

and technologies applied in agriculture to increase yields and maintain sustainability (T4.9-12.c) 

Goal: Students will identify the types of careers and skills agricultural scientists will need in the future to support 

agricultural production and meet the basic needs of a growing population (T4.9-12.f) 

Goal: Students will have a better understanding of how they see food need versus want when it comes to the quantity 

and quality of the food we eat in comparison to other countries around the world. 

 

These books will be used in several cross-curricular classes: Our health teacher will utilize them in teaching nutrition, the 

agriculture teacher will use them in her exploring agriculture classes, Horticulture, Food Science 1&2, Crop and soils, and 

other agricultural-related projects.  The special education department will utilize to differentiate reading material, 

access to different perspectives and content to support individual learning plans.The students in our school are raised in 

an agricultural community but actually lack a basic understanding of how far the cash crops and livestock in our area are 

sent and how they have a direct consequence on other areas of our state, county, and other nations.  As agricultural 

literate students, they will be able to tell you where our food comes from the process it goes through to get to our plate 

and how agriculture in our community has a direct barring on their lives.



Diane Durnick 

Washington Technology Magnet School, Saint Paul, Minnesota 

7th Grade 

High School-List Subject Area Below  US History, Economics, Human Geography 

 

I use the Hungry Planet books and curriculum in my Human Geography classroom to teach about globalization, 

accessible resources and how climate shapes our local diets. I also use the books with my 7th grade students during our 

immigration unit to show how climate influences culture and results in our diversity of food in the United States. We 

also discuss the impact of globalization on what we eat and the spread of familiar brands throughout the world. 

 

I hope to show my students how culture is shaped by climate and natural resources. 

I hope to show my students how food access impacts our cultures. 

I hope to show my students how globalization impacts people in our 21st century world. 

 

Books are used with my 7th grade students during our immigration and industrialization unit. Students make 

connections between climate and food, immigrant cultures and globalization. Students compare families from around 

the world to the families from the United States and look for similarities and differences, influence of relative wealth 

and climate on food. Students extend the activity by creating a page highlighting their family, explaining how the food 

choices are impacted by climate and culture. 

Tenth grade Human Geography students use the books to understand how climate, natural resources and wealth 

intersect to predict what people eat in different parts of the world. They also examine globalization's effect on what 

humans eat in the twenty-first century and how these food choices can negatively impact our health through empty 

calories, high fat/high sodium/high sugar processed foods.The books I currently have are more than ten years old and 

are falling apart. I only have five copies of the book that are in decent condition which means students use them in 

groups, or use the images alone as pdf's on their iPads. The stories that accompany the family portraits are powerful and 

unfortunately are what my students are losing access to as our current books deteriorate.  Additional books would help 

my student learn about the families by reading the amazing text which accompanies each family.



Erin Hester 

Prior Lake High School, Savage, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  APHG 

 

We teach an entire unit on agriculture so this would be embedded into that unit.  I have often thought about how to 

create connections with AP enviro sci and our enviroteam and this could open the door for some connecting. 

 

Students will have a better understanding of food availability world wide. 

Students will be able to create a shared understanding of resources. 

Students will be able to understand sustainability as it relates to food. 

 

Books will be used throughout the year, but particularly in semester one when we discuss agriculture, resources and 

sustainability.  Students will have an agriculture based PBL and assessment they will be responsible for completing with 

a component that connects with our school garden and garden to table lunches.Students will have a better 

understanding of food sources and availability on a global scale and how it relates to resources which would include 

types of food, tools, machinery, monetary resources along with impact on the environment and sustainability on the 

planet.



Kelly Swanson 

John A. Johnson Senior High School, St. Paul, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Human Geography 

 

Agriculture is a specific unit in the Minnesota State Graduation standards.  However, teaching in the inner city high 

school setting, students have very little knowledge about the food chain from pigpen to plate and from farm to fork.  

Teaching about agricultural production regions and tying this in with a cultural unit on food is a great way to get 

students hooked on geography and agriculture. 

 

1.  Students will understand the connection between agriculture and their food consumption by means of Agriculture in 

the Classroom materials. 

2.  Students will understand world agricultural regions by means Agriculture in the Classroom materials. 

3.  Students will understand the complexity of agricultural production methods by means of Agriculture in the Classroom 

materials. 

 

The books will be used in two specific units on agriculture and culture.  Pictures are a great way for students to learn 

information for visual learners.  Using picture summaries tied to specific benchmarks such as agricultural regions 

students will be analyzed on the connections between food and culture through location of agricultural 

products.Agriculture is the largest industry in the state of Minnesota with billions of dollars worth of revenue annually.  

Having students understand the importance of agriculture in their lives and the complexity of agriculture makes them a 

literate person.  Students are interested in topics such as Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and the promises and 

potential as well as the problems associated with such foods.  These resources will reinforce the content already being 

taught in my classroom.



Orlend Menze 

Detroit Lakes High School, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

High School-List Subject Area Below  Agriculture Education 

 

The materials used have implications for use as introductory units in Ag Exploration, Plant Science, and Biotechnology 

courses. Provided resources, afford the opportunity to take real world problems and attempt to solve them, while 

considering the impact on students own community. 

 

1) To highten student awareness of agricultural impact on the way people live. 

2) To improve students comprehension of complex world food challenges. 

3) To increase agricultural literacy in terms of food and fiber use around the world. 

 

These book chapters will be the primer for class discussions on issues related to food & culture, food security, and the 

importance of food security.  

Evaluation will include individual and group projects investigating the impact agriculture, food, fiber, and natural 

resources plays on the lives of people in our community, country, and the world.Global awareness of what food people 

eat and the cultural practices involved to get it to the plate are important aspects for learners to understand. As the 

world changes and technology draws people together, it's vital for future agricultural leaders to understand the 

importance food plays in economics, politics, and science. Without food security, nothing else matters.

 


