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Joseph Glidden
 Illinois farmer Joseph F. Glidden is credited 
with the development of barbed wire. Before his 

plains of the West had no easy way to fence 
livestock away from cropland. Ranchers had no 
method to prevent their herds from roaming far 
and wide. Glidden's barbed wire opened the plains 
to large scale farming and closed the open range, 
which brought the era of the cowboy and the 
round-up to an end.  
 Not everyone was happy with this new 
product. When livestock encountered barbed wire, 
it was usually a painful experience. The injuries 
provided enough reason for the public to protest its use. In fact, some religious groups demanded its 
removal and nicknamed the barbed
 The advent of Glidden's successful invention set off a frenzy that eventually produced over 570 
barbed wire patents. It also set the stage for a three year battle over the rights to these patents. When 
the legal battles were over, Joseph Glidden was declared the winner and 
established the Barb Fence Company in DeKalb, Illinois and became one of the wealthiest men in the 
nation. 

Image source: www.gliddenhomestead.org
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Charles Mound
 A gently rising, 1,235-foot-high hill in northern Jo 
Daviess County claims the title of highest point in Illinois. 
Located near the small town of Scales Mound and 11 
miles northeast of Galena, its geographic location is 
42.5042° N 90.2401° W. The peak of Charles Mound is 
less than one-half mile from the Wisconsin border.  
 Charles Mound is found within the Driftless Area, a 
region of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin that 
was untouched by the last continental glaciers. Because 
this area was not smoothed down by the incredible 
weight and force of the glaciers, it remains much hillier 
than surrounding areas of the Midwest. 
 Charles Mound is located on rolling farmland. The 
Wuebbels, who own the land, permit the general public 
to access the property during the irst weekends of June, 
July, August, and September.  
 While Charles Mound is the highest non-man-made point in Illinois, the Willis Tower and other 
skyscrapers in Chicago actually rise to a greater elevation above sea level. The lowest point in Illinois is 
located at the con luence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers near Cairo in Alexander County, at 279 feet 
above sea level.

Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File%3ASign_at_the_top_of_Charles_Mound.jpg
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Griggsville, Illinois

 
proclaims on the side of a main street building. In 1962, the 
Griggsville Jaycees civic organization realized there was a mosquito 
problem in their town and decided they wanted to do something 
about it. The group wanted to ind an alternative solution to using 
chemicals.   

J. L. Wade, understanding the bene its of the purple martin and
realizing that its population was declining, suggested that this bird 
might be the answer to the problem, since it eats only lying insects 
and prefers nesting in man-made homes near humans. 
 After consulting with naturalists and ornithologists, the 
Griggsville Jaycees received 28 martin houses and installed them at 
regular intervals along the city's main street. 

J. L. Wade converted his antenna manufacturing company into
a purple martin house factory over 40 years ago. It is now the main 
industry in Griggsville. 

Purple martin image by DickDaniels (http://carolinabirds.org/) (Own work)
[CC BY SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by sa/3.0)

Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Griggsville,_Illinois.jpg


