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Illinois, Insects, Plant, & Soil 
Resources Highlighted Today
Bring agriculture to life in your classroom 
programs, in your teacher workshops and 
summer institutes, and share with educators 
while addressing the Illinois Learning Standards. 

Lessons available at 
http://www.ilaged.org/AITC



These tables showing the lessons by topic and standards addressed are available under each 
topic section on the website. A master list was emailed out and is available. 



Plant, Soil, & Insect Lesson Overviews brochure was emailed out which 
has a fillable spot for coordinators to insert local contact information



Skyscraper (excerpts)
By Carl Sandburg

By day the skyscraper looms in the smoke and sun and has a soul. Prairie and valley, 
streets of the city, pour people into it and they mingle among its twenty floors and are 
poured out again back to the streets, prairies and valleys. It is the men and women, boys 
and girls so poured in and out all day that give the building a soul  of dreams and thoughts 
and memories.

Hands of clocks turn to noon hours and each floor empties its men and women who go 
away and eat and come back to work. Toward the end of the afternoon all work slackens
and all jobs go slower as the people feel day closing on them. One by one the floors are 
emptied. . . The uniformed elevator men are gone. Pails clang. . . Scrubbers work, talking in 
foreign tongues. Broom and water and mop clean from the floors human dust and spit, and 
machine grime of the day. Spelled in electric fire on the roof are words telling miles of 
houses and people where to buy a thing for money. The sign speaks till 
midnight. Darkness on the hallways. Voices echo. Silence holds. . . Watchmen walk slow 
from floor to floor and try the doors. Revolvers bulge from their hip pockets. . . Steel safes 
stand in corners. Money is stacked in them. A young watchman leans at a window and 
sees the lights of barges butting their way across a harbor, nets of red and white lanterns in 
a railroad yard, and a span of glooms splashed with lines of white and blurs of crosses and 
clusters over the sleeping city. By night the skyscraper looms in the smoke and the stars 
and has a soul.

Heartland (excerpts)
By Diane Siebert
I am the heartland, I can feel
Machines of iron, tools of steel,
Creating farmlands, square by square—
A quilt of life I proudly wear;
A patchwork quilt laid gently down
In hues of yellow, green, and brown.
As tractors, plows, and planters go
Across my fields and, row by row,
Prepare the earth and plant the seeds
That grow to meet a nation’s needs.
A patchwork quilt whose seams are etched 
By miles of wood and wire stretched 
Around the barns and pastures where
The smell of livestock fills the air.

I am the Heartland, on these plains
Rise elevators filled with grains,
They mark the towns where people walk
To see their neighbors, just to talk;
Where farmers go to get supplies
And sit a spell to analyze
The going price of corn and beans,
The rising cost of new machines.
Where steps are meant for shelling peas, 
And kids build houses in the trees. 
I am the Heartland in my song
Are cities beating, steady, strong, with footsteps from a million feet
And sounds of traffic in the street;
Where giant mills and stockyards sprawl,
And neon-lighted shadows fall 
From windowed walls of brick that rise 
Toward the clouds, to scrape the skies;
Where highways meet and rails converge;
Where farm and city rhythms merge
To form a vital bond between 
The concrete and the fields of green.
I am the Heartland. I survive, to keep America, my home, alive. 



Ways to Use Tassel to Table
 farm to table process

o line up around room with larger cards
o PowerPoint or Google slides presentation
o have participants put in order
o flow chart worksheet

 career exploration including others that contribute along the way (accountants, mechanics, 
engineers, factory line workers, electricians, package designers, food scientists, aerial applicator, drone 
crop surveyor, etc.)

 teacher workshops including Summer Agriculture Institutes/Academies
 colleges including preservice programs
 presentations at meetings/events (Farm Bureau, Extension, SWCD, Rotary, Lions, other 

community presentations)







Exploring Types of Seeds Monocots and Dicots 
Activity 3 -compare the growth and development of two types of seeds









The answers for this activity 
can be found in the Prairie 
State Mapping lesson under 
the Illinois section 
http://www.ilaged.org/AITC

http://www.ilaged.org/AITC


The answers for this activity can be found in A Career “ist” Search 
lesson under the Insect section http://www.ilaged.org/AITC

Agricultural entomologists 

Forensic entomologists 

Forest entomologists 

Medical entomologists 

Structural entomologists 

Taxonomic entomologists 

Veterinary entomologists

http://www.ilaged.org/AITC


Beyond the Bug



The answers for this activity can be found in Beyond the Bug 
lesson under the Insect section http://www.ilaged.org/AITC

http://www.ilaged.org/AITC


If you have any questions or suggestions you would like to 
share with the mAGic team, please feel free to contact:

Rhodora Collins - rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Suzi Myers - ecotch@hotmail.com

Connie Niemann – cniemann@Illinois.edu

Debbie Ruff - Debra.Ruff@il.nacdnet.net

Jennifer Waters - jwaters@ilaged.org

Dawn Weinberg - dweinber@illinois.edu

Special thanks to FCAE for funding the revisions, and especially to 
Dean Dittmar and Jennifer Waters for all their help with this project!

Dairy, Poultry, and Machines are in the process of being updated.
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