
 
 

 

 

 

2020-21 Accomplishments 
ENGAGING STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 
163,981: Number of students reached 
County AITC Programs have faced numerous challenges in the past school year because of 
the pandemic. Their continued efforts to adapt and pivot in the face of adversity has 
resulted in an impressive number of Illinois students reached, even though most programs 
were not permitted to be physically present in schools. County Programs created virtual 
experiences, taught via Zoom and other online collaboration tools, and created resources 
and “Ag Bags” that could be sent to school and/or home to students learning remotely. New 
resources in 2020-21 included re-designed Pollinator, Pumpkin, Corn, and Water Ag Mags. 
Illinois Apples and Pumpkins were promoted with a double-sided poster that was made 
available to teachers as well as sent to orchards and pumpkin farms across the state to 
increase consumer awareness of IL grown crops. IAITC continues to work closely with the 
Illinois FFA and the Illinois Reads program. 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 



 
 

 

TEACHER TRAINING 
15,893: Number of teachers reached 
Over 15,000 Illinois teachers utilized free classroom resources and training. County AITC 
Programs offered 709 hours of professional development programming to 1,318 teachers. 
IAITC offered monthly virtual teacher training which resulted in 169 teachers from 39 
counties completing reflection forms for professional development. The summer months 
allowed for the return of in-person Summer Ag Academies. County AITC Programs hosted 
19 Academies for 281 teachers. There was a total of 15,113 programs conducted by County 
AITC Programs during the 2020-21 school year. Training for pre-service teachers switched 
to mostly virtual with materials being mailed directly to college students for use in the 
interactive presentations. Twenty-nine presentations were made to 552 pre-service 
teachers at 10 colleges and universities across the state.  

  

 



 
 

PIVOTING TO VIRTUAL 
The limitations caused by the pandemic did open up many opportunities for new and 
creative ideas on how to interact with classrooms of students in new ways. Many AITC 
County programs created virtual presentations, filmed on-farm videos, and created other 
virtual educational opportunities for students learning at home. IAITC decided in the 
summer of 2020 to offer monthly virtual farm field trips and author interviews for 
classrooms across the state. The popular virtual presentations allowed students to “travel” 
to a variety of Illinois farms and learn more about how their food is grown and produced. 
The author interviews provided a unique opportunity for students and teachers alike to 
hear authors talk about their writing and publishing journeys and ask questions to the 
authors through Zoom. In addition to the trips listed here, IAITC also partnered with two 
young farm children to create field trip video experiences to their popcorn, grain, cattle, 
and sweet corn operations. All these virtual experiences were recorded and continue to be 
utilized by teachers across the state. 

Virtual Field Trips 
August  Brookfield Zoo Pollinator Plots 
September Braeutigam Apple Orchard 
October  Heap’s Giant Pumpkin Farm 
November  Bruce Brinkman Farms 
December  Helmig’s Tree Farm 
January  Pro Football Hall of Fame 

Lenkaitis Dairy Farm 
February Mt. Pulaski Courthouse 
March  United Soils 

U of I Basketball Hall of Fame 
April 2021 Clarkson Grain 
May 2021 Derrer Farms 

 

Virtual Author Interviews 
September Lisa Amstutz, Applesauce Day 
October  Patricia Toht, Pick a Pumpkin 
November  Lisl Detlefsen, Time for Cranberries 
December  Patricia Toht, Pick a Pine Tree 
February Peggy Thomas, Lincoln Clears a Path 
March  Darcy Pattison, Erosion 
April  Julie Blunier, Pod to Plate 
May  Michelle Houts, The Beef Princess 
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CONTINUING OUR IMPACT 
Thanks to the generous support of the IAA Foundation and the Illinois Agriculture in the 
Classroom county grant program, 78 coalitions serving 86 counties were awarded grants to 
continue their ag literacy efforts. All 102 counties in Illinois received teacher resources, 
student curricular enhancements, and related materials from the IAITC program. In the 
2020-21 school year, IAITC maintained an active presence in 2,449 attendance centers, 
nearly 60% of the attendance centers in the state. In addition to the $627,600 awarded to 
county AITC programs, 12,665 partners contributed $1,5593,952 in matching funds. Even 
amid pandemic-related challenges, counties still reached 40,169 community members and 
utilized the vital help of 2,213 volunteers. Be sure to follow your local AITC program on 
social media to see updates on their latest programming and education efforts. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Pandemic-related challenges remain as the IAITC program continues to pivot and evolve to 
reach students, teachers, and families in meaningful ways and to tell the story of 
agriculture. The lessons learned over the last year and a half will help to shape the IAITC 
program of the future and will better equip us to continue our important efforts to increase 
agricultural literacy among Illinois students. The IAITC Facebook page continues to gain in 
popularity, garnering 10% more Facebook likes in 2021. The account added 600 followers 
in August 2021 alone. The IAITC Instagram account has seen a 48% increase in followers 
since 2020. Likewise, the IAITC blog, www.beyondthebarndoor.wordpress.com, continues 
to be a popular resource for teachers, with nearly 10,000 file downloads since January 
2021. Efforts are underway to create a new and improved IAITC website at 
www.agintheclassroom.org, including a searchable database of our re-designed lesson 
plans. Undoubtedly, maintaining and expanding the online presence of IAITC and AITC 
county programs will continue to be vitally important. 

The Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom program provides accurate, standards-based 
classroom materials and resources aligned to state standards to teachers across the state. 
Using our network of county agriculture literacy coordinators, Illinois AITC continues to be 
the powerhouse of agricultural literacy programming. Partners supporting these efforts 
include local County Farm Bureaus, University of Illinois Extension, Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, as well as the Facilitation and Coordination of Agricultural 
Education (FCAE), Illinois Beef Association, Illinois Corn Growers Association, Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, Illinois Farm Bureau, Illinois Pork Producers Association, 
Illinois Soybean Association, and Midwest Dairy Association. Financial support for IAITC is 
provided by industry partners and individuals who generously  
contribute through the IAA Foundation and its efforts. 

http://www.beyondthebarndoor.wordpress.com/
http://www.agintheclassroom.org/
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