
AFTER SCHOOL S.N.A.C.K.
WITH

Ag in the ClassroomIllinois



After School S.N.A.C.K.
every other month

Monthly themes follow our 2021-2022
calendar topics!



November Theme: Dairy



Dairy Tales



Dairy Facts
A cow will produce an average of 6.3 gallons of milk
each day. That's more than 2,300 gallons each year!
U.S. dairy farms produce roughly 21 billion gallons of
milk annually.
The average American consumes almost 25 gallons of
milk a year.
Milk is measured in pounds, not gallons, for the purpose
of accuracy. 
Illinois ranks 20th in milk production in the U.S.

93,000 cows and 2 billion pounds of milk a year



Bull: male cattle used for
breeding
Calf: cattle less than 3
months old
Cow: a female cow that has
given birth to a calf
Heifer: female cattle that
have not had a calf
Steer: male cattle not used
for breeding

Brown Swiss
Jersey

Holstein

Guernsey Ayrshire

Red & White Holstein

Milking Shorthorn

MOO MASK

Dairy Breeds and Vocab
There are 7

popular
dairy breeds

in the U.S.



Milk Production
Milking Machines

1st milking machine was created
by Anna Baldwin in 1832

At that time, farmers could
milk 6 cows by hand in 1 hour
Now, farmers can milk over
100 cows in 1 hour

Cows need to be milked multiple
times a day
A cow's diet can affect the milk

Ruminants and nutrition



Robotic Milking



Cow to Fridge

This takes
about 2 days!



Where is My Milk From?
Pasteurization
Ultra-pasteurization
homogenization

More Vocab!

www.whereismymilkfrom.com



Reducing the Dairy Carbon Footprint



Dairy Recipes for the Classroom



December Theme: Pork



Piggy Tales



Illinois PorkTop 10 Pig Producing States

Illinois currently ranks 4th in the U.S. for the number
of pigs raised.
Illinois pig farmers produce nearly 2.1 BILLION
pounds of pork each year!
There are 2,153 farms in Illinois that raise more than
4.75 million pigs
In 2017, Pike County raised more pigs than any
other county in the state of Illinois. There are
296,000 pigs in that county alone!
The pork industry contributes $13.8 billion to the
Illinois economy annually, and it is directly
connected to over 57,165 Illinois jobs. 
Illinois pigs eat 210 million bushels of corn each
year. That is over 1 million acres of corn!
Pigs in Illinois also consume soybean meal made
from around 63 million bushels of soybeans.



Swine Dining
Pork is the food product that comes from pigs! From
decadent and flavorful to lean and nutrient-rich cuts,
pork is an important part of our diet that has many
beneficial qualities. 

Farmers and modern technology have improved
the quality of meat over the last 30 years

Fat in pork down 16%
Saturated fat down 27%

The most important responsibility on a pig farm
is providing safe, nutritious food for the public.
Minimizing food safety threats isn't just the job
of the pig farmer, it involves everyone from the
farm employees and veterinarians to those
who transport the pigs to the market.

PIG PLACEMAT



Everything but the Oink

There is no other animal that provides a wider range of products for us than pigs!



9700-1500 B.C.
1379

1539-1542
1812

1833

1859

1903

1930S

1989

1988

Pork of the Ages



Pig Breeds and Vocab
Boar is a male used for breeding.
Barrow is a male pig that is not used
for breeding.
Farrow means to give birth to piglets.
Gilt is a female pig that has not given
birth.
Litter means a group of piglets born
at the same time. Litter sizes are
usually between 8-12 piglets.
Piglet is a baby pig.
Sow is a female pig that has given
birth. Pigs are pregnant for three
months, three weeks, and three days.
Wean means the piglet is big enough
to eat on its own and doesn’t nurse
anymore.

There are 8
commonly raised

breeds in the
United States! Here

are the top 4:#1 Yorkshire

#2 Duroc
#3 Berkshire

#4 Hampshire

PAPER BAG PIG



Farrowing Barn: The Farrowing Barn is where piglets are born, weighing 2-3 pounds. A
sow is put into a special area called a farrowing stall. This stall has adjustable rails to
separate the sow from her piglets. This way she won’t hurt the piglets when she lies down
or turns over, but she can still nurse (provide the piglets with milk).

Nursery: After 21 days the piglets weigh around 13-15 pounds and are weaned from the
sow and moved to the nursery. Here, the pigs get a specially mixed starter diet of corn,
soybeans, and supplements of vitamins and minerals to help them stay healthy and
grow quickly. The pigs will stay in the nursery until they reach around 50-60 pounds. At
this point some gilts are selected and sent for breeding.

Finishing: After 6-8 weeks in the nursery, the pigs are moved to the finishing barn. For the
next 16-18 weeks they will continue to eat grains like corn and soybeans until they reach a
market weight of roughly 280 pounds. During this growing phase, pigs will eat 6-10
pounds of feed daily and are one of the few animals that won’t overeat. One single pig
eats about 870 pounds of corn and 120 pounds of protein and minerals to reach market
weight!

Pig Farms

There are more than
60,000 pig farms in
the United States

which covers a wide
range of farm types

and sizes!



HousingNutrition Biosecurity
Farmers work with animal
nutritionists to provide pigs a
nutritionally balanced diet!

Feed is a mix of vitamins,
nutrients, minerals, proteins,
amino acids, energy, and
essential fatty acids

Two important ingredients:
corn and soybeans

Many pig farmers also
grow their own corn
and/or soybeans

Diet varies based on age,
weight, and breed

Keeping pigs in barns is much safer
all around

Keep them away from varied
weather and temperature
conditions
Keeps them safe from
predators
Keeps them safe from harmful
diseases and infections

Pigs are very sensitive to
temperature

They cannot sweat and can
overheat easily

Farmers control temperature,
humidity, lighting, and ventilation 

Biosecurity is the protection of
humans or animals against diseases
and other harmful microorganisms
Illness can spread quickly with many
pigs in one area
Farms work with their veterinarians to
create a biosecurity plan 

Creating lines of separation
Areas to change clothes and wash
hands
Maintaining equipment
Designated areas for incoming
supplies
Plans for movement of pigs
Training employees and visitors
Documentation and recordkeeping



Sow Housing



Image from Cornell University Cooperative Extension

Grain used to make feed

Sustainability

Soil Health and 
Manure Management

MANURE MANAGEMENT IS A PART OF THE PIG NUTRIENT CYCLE. 

Pigs eat feed Pigs poo Manure applied to field

Plants grow and produce grain

BACON BLACKOUT POETRY



Follow Us!
INSTAGRAM

@ilaitc

FACEBOOK

Illinois Agriculture in
the Classroom

TWITTER

@ilagclass

www.beyondthebarndoor.wordpress.com
 

www.agintheclassroom.org

More FREE Resources



We hope to see you January 5th!

Don't  forget  to  fill  out  the reflection form!
 

https://iaitc.co/SNACK2reflect
 

Thank You For Joining Us Today


